














The integration of book knowledge
with relevant activities outside the
classroom has been the trademark of
Cathy Colborn’s classroom for nearly
20 years.

“Being able to reason through an
assignment rather than just finding an
answer in a book is more beneficial to
the future experience in life outside
the classroom. This is provided
through various activities, including
projects, field trips, cooperative
groups in the classroom or diverse
exposure to several resources,” said
Colborn, a sixth-grade teacher at
Medicine Lodge Middle School.

All classroom units are packed
full of diverse events intended to keep
students’ minds and hands busy.
Colburn’s Kansas unit includes a per-
formance of the Wizard of Oz and
tours of a wheat farm, while a unit on
Mexico involves dancing, and the cre-
ation of pinatas, burritos, and Mayan
and Aztec masks.

Her life outside the classroom is
hands on as well. She is actively
involved in the local Peace Treaty
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Pageant, teaches Sunday school at
Trinity Lutheran School and swim-
ming lessons at the local pool. Her
photography hobby has evolved into
an award-winning way to serve the
community. Her photographs have
appeared on the local Lions Club and
Barber County North School calen-
dars, the Ranch Rodeo Brochure, and
the front cover of the Kansas Wheat
Commission Annual Report.

Colborn has served as president
and team negotiator for both the Gyp
Hills National Education Association
and Onaga Education Association.

A native of Medicine Lodge,
Colborn earned bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Kansas State
University, a specialist degree in edu-
cational administration from Wichita
State University, and has completed
hours toward a doctorate degree from
the University of Kansas. She has
taught kindergarten, first, fifth, and
sixth grade in Medicine Lodge,
kindergarten in Onaga, and substitut-
ed in the Manhattan school district.





















































