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KANSAS 

MASTER TEACHER AWARD 

Wednesday, April 10, 1974 

KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

Emporia, Kansas 



The Master Teacher Award 

Established by the Kansas State Teachers College in 1954, the Kansas 
Master Teacher Awards are presented annually to teachers who have served 
the profession long and well and who typyify the good qualities of the vast 
corps of earnest and conscientious teachers. Candidates for the awards are 
nominated by local teacher associations and school faculties. A committee 
reviews all nominations and selects the teachers to receive the awards. 

The selection committee for 1974 was composed of Mrs. Keith Koehn, 
President, Kansas Congress of Parents and Teachers, Dodge City; Mr. Arlin 
Morgan, Public Relations, State Department of Education, Topeka; Dr. 
Melvin Neely, Executive Secretary, Kansas National Education Association, 
Topeka; Mrs. Jean Nelson, President, Kansas Division, American Asso
ciation of University Women, Emporia; Mrs. Margie Tidwell, representing 
Kansas Association of School Boards, Emporia; and Miss Carol Turntine, 
State President, Student Kansas National Education Association, Washburn 
University, Topeka. 

A committee of faculty members at KSTC is in charge of local arrange
ments. This committee includes Virginia Moxley, Dr. J. Warren Brink
man, Dr. Truman Hayes, Dr. James Meyer, Dr. J. J. Weigand, Mr. 
Larry Meredith, and Mr. William P. Edwards, Chairman. 

The committee is grateful for the cooperation of the Endowment 
Association, the Student National Education Association, the De
partment of Music, the Department of Art, the Special Events Office, 
Kappa Delta Pi, Mu Epsilon Nu, Memorial Union Dining Service, 
and the Office of Information Services in connection with the Master 
Teacher Award Program. 
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Wednesday, April 10, 1974 
KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

Emporia, Kansas 
PROGRAM 

4:00 p.m. 
Reception for Master Teachers 

Green Room, Memorial Union 

Students, faculty and visitors are guests of Kappa Delta Pi 

5:00 p.m. 
"Memories of Yesteryear" 

6:30 p.m. 

Visit the one-room rural school building, KSTC campus, hosted 
by Mu Epsilon Nu 

Master Teacher Award Dinner 

Social Lecture Hall, Memorial Union 
Decorations by Kansas Student National Education Association 

Invocation, Men's Chorale 

Special Music, Men's Chorale and Treble Clef, Directed by 
Rosamond Hirschorn 

Toastmaster, William Edwards, KSTC 

Address by Dr. James McCain, President, Kansas State University, 
Manhattan 

Presentation of Awards to Master Teachers by KSTC President 
John Visser and Dr. Truman Hayes, Dean, School of Education 
and Psychology, KSTC 



WANDA FRANZEN, 

Emporia 

When a person has been an exceptional teacher in the same school for 30 years, she 
gets to be something of a legend. Wanda Franzen, kindergarten teacher at Walnut Ele
mentary School in Emporia, is that. 

Since Miss Franzen came to Walnut in 1944 well over 1,000 kindergarteners have been 
introduced to school in the atmosphere of her patient understanding, her quiet voice and 
peaceful manner, her outstanding train ing and skills with primary children. 

She was born in Hillsboro and graduated from high school there with honors. An
nouncing to her father, then superintendent of Hillsboro schools, that "there are enough 
teachers in the family alrady," Miss Franzen entered Tabor College in a general arts pro
gram. By the time she had received the Associate of Arts degree two years later, she had 
changed her mind and went on to complete requirements for her 60-hour teaching cer
tificate at Bethel College. 

Her teaching career began in a rural school at Roxburg . From there she moved to 
Galva where she taught grades one and two. Two years later she enrolled at the Kansas 
State Teachers College and completed her Bachelor of Science degree. Summers in Colo
rado enabled her to complete her Master of Science degree in Education at Colorado State 
College in 1951 . 

Miss Franzen has been honored both for her teaching abilities and her contributions 
to the Emporia community. In 1963 the Walnut School's Parent Teacher Association honor
ed her with a "This Is Your Life" program and a life membership in the organization. Two 
years previous to that the Emporia Gazette featured her as its "Woman of the Week." 

In addition to being an outstanding educator, one of her major concerns is training 
student teachers. She has been a supervising teacher for many years, and spent one sum
mer on the KSTC faculty instructing elementary education courses, and another summer 
on the Emporia Head Start faculty . 

Miss Franzen is also active in the Association of Childhood Education International 
and has been state vice president and president of the Emporia branch of ACE for two 
terms. Her other activities are numerous. 

As one colleague says, "As a teacher, she is superb. As a person, she is even better." 
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ARLENE GARRETT, 

Hugoton 

Education and educational honors are nothing new to Mrs. Arlene Garrett, a business 
and commerce teacher in the Hugoton public school system for 24 years. 

The Kansas Master Teacher Award is the latest of many honors which include the Out
standing Secondary Educator of America in 1973; the 25-year Service Award as a teacher 
of youth from the University of Kansas School of Education in 1972; the Future Farmers of 
America Award for Outstanding Service in 1969; and the Kansas Congress of Parents and 
Teachers honorary life membership about 15 years ago. 

Mrs. Garrett has been associated with education all her life. Her mother was a teacher 
in a one-room country school in New York. More recently, her own daughter, Jere Garrett 
Coleman, has been a teacher in Connecticut for the last five years. Her son, Gary, is now 
working with an electronics firm in Chicago. 

Mrs. Garrett received her S.S. degree from East Central State Teachers College in 
Alva, Okla., in 1938. She also earned a Master of Teaching degree from there in 1954. She 
has also done graduate work at Oklahoma State University, Fort Hays Kansas State Col
lege, Kansas State College of Pittsburg, the University of Kansas, Wichita State University, 
Kansas State University, and several other colleges. 

Her many activities of service to her community, church and school are numerous 
and impressive. 

In addition to her primary classroom duties she has served as the sponsor to the 
Nurses Aid program since its inception 19 years ago. 

Mrs. Garrett's outstanding classroom teaching has enabled many of her students to 
win honors in five-state area contests. By teaching a number of summer and evening 
classes for high school students and adults, she has contributed much to the field of con
tinuing education in Hugoton. During the past two years, she has been involved in the 
Seward County Junior College "Outreach" program as an instructor of business courses 
in Hugoton. 

She was chosen one of the teacher sponsors for the Hugoton Eagle Marching Band 
during the band's trip to Vienna in 1973. 

Her career may be exemplified by these comments from a colleague. "She is one of 
the busiest, most dedicated and most successful teachers I have ever known. She has 
enriched the lives of many people and she has made noteworthy contributions in our 
school and community." 



RUBEN GROSE, 

Hutchinson 

Ruben Grose, like all the Kansas Master Teachers, is a special kind of educator. Mr. 
Grose, however, has dedicated his life to "special education," teaching the mentally re
tarded and the handicapped. 

For 23 years he has taught in the Hutchinson Public School System and has become 
known, as a colleague puts it, as "an exceptional teacher." 

While attending school at Sterling College, after military service in World War 11 , he 
decided he wanted to "make education fun ." After a year of college with a provisional teach
ing certificate, he taught four upper grades and served as a principal for two years. That 
experience helped him decide to make a life of working with young people, and particularly 
those with physical and emotional handicaps. 

He received his B.S. degree from Fort Hays Kansas State College in 1951, and his 
M.A. from there in 1961. He has since done additional work at seven colleges and uni
versities. 

In addition to his teaching responsibilities Mr. Grose has served as a Board member 
and on many committees for the Reno County Association for Retarded Citizens; as treas
urer, board member and on committees for the Ark Valley Council of Exceptional Children, 
is a member of NEA and KNEA and is very active in church work. 

Mr. Grose says his goal for the students with whom he works is to help them become 
" independent men and women serving our community rather than becoming a burden to 
the community." 

Mr. Grose's twin daughters are now both special education teachers. 
He is held in high esteem by his fellow workers and friends. A colleague wrote about 

him: "If you measure a Master Teacher as one who puts the child first, one who relates 
pleasantly with his co-workers, one who is concerned for, and respected by, his parents 
and all this in a friendly , cooperative atmosphere, then Ruben stands very high at the top 
of the list." 

Another put it very simply: "Mr. Grose is a Master Teacher." 
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LOUIS HAYWARD, 

Eureka 
1'1 / / 

Louis Hayward's primary interest is teaching the student to think, not to memorize; 
to learn by doing rather than accepting textbook facts. Mr. Hayward has been a teacher 
of biological and physical science at Eureka High School for 17 years, but is an educator 
in many other aspects as well. 

The innovator of several programs, Mr. Hayward established the local science fair for 
both elementary and secondary students. Many of his students have been grand award 
winners at the Emporia Regional Science Fair and at International Science Fairs through
out the United States. 

Mr. Hayward has also innovated a travel ing science program for elementary students, 
and one of his most popular innovations has been his Summer Advanced Mathematics and 
Science Program for accelerated students in the high school. His summer courses are 
offered as early as 6 a.m. so that working students may attend before going to their jobs. 

A graduate of Winfield High School , Mr. Hayward served in the Armed Forces during 
World War II. After discharge from the service he received his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Southwestern College where he served as the charter president of the college chapter of 
Future Teachers of America. 

Following graduation from college Mr. Hayward taught two years at Syracuse High 
School , then moved to Neodesha High School in 1954. After this year of teaching, he 
entered the automobile business with his father- in-law in Winfield . He sold the agency in 
1957 and returned to the teaching profession, moving to Eurekg in the summer of 1957 
where he has been for the past 17 years. · 

He has done extensive study in both the biological and physical sciences with num
erous National Science Foundation grants and scholarships at the Kansas State Teachers 
College. He also serves as the Title I coordinator for the federally funded programs in 
special reading, physical education and pre-kindergarten. 

Mr. Hayward is a member of the National Education Associat ion , Kansas NEA, Eureka 
USD 389 Teachers Association, Kansas Association of Science Teachers, and the Na
tional Science Teachers Association . As a member of the local teachers association, he 
has served two terms as president, zone school delegate, and is presently serving as a 
local delegate to the Kansas NEA State Representative Assembly. 

He is also serving his second year as the director for Southeastern Kansas Junior 
Academy of Science and Area Representative for Southwestern College. 

His son, Larry, a science pre-med major at KSTC, summed up his qualifications as a 
Master Teacher: "As many of the people of this community often say, the learning process 
does not stop at the classroom when you're with this man. " 



CLYDE JOHNSON, 

Leavenworth 

Clyde Johnson, the "dean of office education coordinators," was one of the earliest 
proponents of vocational education in the high schools of Kansas. . . 

Mr. Johnson, an educator for 41 years and chairman of the Business Education De
partment at Leavenworth High School for 31 years, initiated one of the first vocatio~al 
cooperative programs in office education and distributive education at Leavenworth High 

School in 1947. 
Mr. Johnson joined the faculty at Leavenworth High School in 1941 and in two years 

was promoted to Head of the Department. In addition, he served as bookkee~er for the 
school and for some time served as assistant basketball coach at the senior high as well 

as at the junior high school. 
After receiving his 60-hour teaching certificate from Central Missouri State Teachers 

College, Mr. Johnson taught in small schools in Missouri. He continued to attend CMSTC 
and received his bachelor's degree in 1938. He earned his master's degree in vocational 
business education from Kansas State Teachers College in 1951. 

Mr. Johnson is also well-known and respected for his many contributions to the 
Leavenworth community. While serving as president of the Leavenworth City Teachers 
Association in 1958, he established the Leavenworth Teachers Credit Union and was the 
promoter of an annual scholarship which the Credit Union provides to a student interested 
in teaching . He now serves as treasurer of the Credit Union and is a member of the Board 
of Directors and the Scholarship Board. 

He is also active in the Youth Unlimited Organization in Leavenworth, which provides 
home-teaching opportunities for young offenders referred to the organization throu.gh 
the Probate Court. He was instrumental in the remodeling of a house for these boys which 
was donated by the City. The house was named "The Second Mile" at Mr. Johnson's sug-
gestion and he now serves as a member of its Executive Board. . . 

He is also a "master builder," having built 15 new homes and remodeled five during 
his summer vacations. He is also credited with establishing a church with a congregation 
of 170 which grew out of a Bible class he taught as a young man. When a new church was 
built six years ago, Mr. Johnson was one of the three members of the committee respon

sible for its erection. 
One friend noted that "all of the many projects or programs that Clyde has been 

responsible for initiating are continuing to serve the community today." 
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ESTHER OVERMAN, 

Columbus 

"You've got to love 'em to grow 'em-I don't care if its flowers, pets, or a child ," is the 
philosophy of Esther Overman, teacher and friend of most everyone in Cherokee and La
bette Counties. 

A teacher at Central Junior High School in Columbus since 1949, Mrs. Overman is a 
native of Hallowell in Cherokee County and took her first job in 1928 as a teacher of a rural 
one-room school in Cherokee County. 

Mrs. Overman started teaching in 1928 on a Normal Training Certificate and received 
her Bachelor of Science degree in 1941 from Kansas State College of Pittsburg. She has 
also taught at Oswego, Park School in Columbus, Wichita and Faulkner. 

For her first 20 years on the faculty at Columbus Junior High School, Mrs. Overman 
taught in the English Department. She now teaches Social Living to seventh and eighth 
grades. After 37 years on the faculty there, one colleague describes her energy, vigor and 
enthusiasm as having "the appearance of a first semester student teacher." 

Many years ago Mrs. Overman dedicated her life totally to helping youth of the Colum-
bus community. She instigated the Junior Red Cross in the Columbus elementary school 
sytem in 1951 and still serves as the organization's adult leader. 

As an English instructor for many years, she encouraged her students to participate 
in the Daughters of the American Revolution History-Essay Contests. Columbus students 
have received several first and second place awards at the state level of competition , which 
were due, according to the Columbus chapter, to the inspiring and untiring efforts of Mrs. 
Overman. 

She also serves youth through her church as assistant superintendent of the Junior 
Department as well as substitute teacher. 

Mrs. Overman and her husband have also long been involved in Neosho-Cottonwood 
Flood Control and Conservation of Soil. She is past secretary of the association, and she 
and her husband received the Bankers Award for Soil Conservation in Cherokee County 
in 1969. 

One friend observed: "Mrs. Overman has been prominent in community projects and 
her selection for various positions of public trust and responsibility are further indicative of 
her personal dedication and respect by her administrators, teachers, students and par
ents of her students." 

And another: "She is not only a Master Teacher but a Master Friend with great com-



NORRIS SAYRE, 

Ensign 

"Norris Sayre," a co-worker wrote , " is without question one of the finest individuals 
and educators with whom I have had the privilege of working ." 

That typifies the many comments made about this 197 4 Kansas Master Teacher. 
Mr. Sayre, who serves as high school and elementary school principal in the Ensign 

schools as well as assistant superintendent of U.S.D. 102, has devoted most of his life to 
Ensign . 

Born there, he is a member of a pioneer family which settled in Gray County in 1878. 
He began his teaching career in the Ensign schools, teaching all subjects in the seventh 
and eighth grades during the 1949-50 school year. He then began 11 years at Ensign High 
School teaching commerce, mathematics and Spanish, coaching girls' basketball and 
girls' and boys' tennis, directing plays and sponsoring the yearbook. 

Mr. Sayre began his college work at Kansas State University in 1936. After working his 
way through school and serving in the Army he received his degree in 1950. He earned an 
M.S. degree from the Kansas State Teachers College in 1961 and has done further grad
uate work at both colleges. 

He has been active in professional education associations in many capacities as a 
member and officer and has served in civil and social organizations as well. He has served 
the city of Ensign as both Councilman and Mayor. He and his wife, Joan, have two sons. 

Many of his colleagues wrote in support of his nomination for the Master Teacher 
Award . One said : " I have yet to meet an individual with such outstanding dedication to the 
profession of serving young people. Many educators express their concern and belief in 
our younger generation, but few follow through and put into practice these beliefs, as has 
been demonstrated by Norris. Not only does his concern and dedication touch the student, 
but he carries this through to his teachers who hold him in highest esteem ." 

And a former student wrote: "Norris Sayre is one of the most sincere, dedicated, 
mature people I have ever known." ,. 

Master Tea 

1954 
Laura M. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H. Brown, Peabody 
Lucy Headrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1955 
Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Wichita 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Marysville 
.\1. F. Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence, K.U . 

1956 
Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M. Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H. Dresher, McPherson 
John E. Humphreys, Ashland 
Mamie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1957 
Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P. Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Ft. Hays State 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1958 
Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
Myrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D. Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie 11. Miller, Emporia, KSTC 
Elsie . Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson. Marion 

"Special Additional Award 
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Master Teachers of Former Years 

1954 
Laura M. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H . Brown, Peabody 
Lucy Headrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1955 
Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Wichita 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Marysville 
M. F. Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence, K.U. 

1956 
Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M. Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H. Dresher, McPherson 
John E. Humphreys, Ashland 
Mamie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1957 
Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P. Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Ft. Hays State College 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1958 
Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
Myrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D. Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie M. ~.filler, Emporia, KSTC 
Elsie N. Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson. Marion 

" Special Additional Award 

1959 
Henrietta A. Courtwright, Arkansas City 
Nettie May Davis, Winchester 
Paul R. Dick, Oakley 
Ethlyn Hamlin, Fort Scott 
Robert H. Pool, Larned 
D. Ruth Thompson, Sterling 
Jane Townsend, Girard 

1960 
Eula Bridger, Kansas City 
Mary Louise Gritten, Bird City 
Lena Carl, Holcomb 
Owen E. Hodgson, Salina 
Opal Jayne Kennedy, Lawrence 
Pauline Shockey, Wellington 
Blanch Smith, Pittsburg 
 C. 0. Wright, Topeka, KSTA�ߧ°

1961 
Reba Anderson, Hutchinson 
George D. Caldwell, Iola 
Lydia Haag, Dodge City 
Larry Ling, Liberal 
Dorothy McPherson, Coffeyville 
Jane E. Ruether, Junction City 
Ruth Socolofsky, Manhattan 

1962 
William A. Black, Pittsburg, KSC 
Eunice McGill, Sterling College 
Nellie McGuinn, Kansas City 
Owen R. McNeil, Peabody 
Ella C. Shearer, Beloit 
Marie Therkelsen, Independence 
William D. Wolfe, Lawrence 

1963 
May Gruver, Augusta 
Alta Hendrickson, Oakley 
Walter M. Ostenberg, Salina 
Pearl Peterie, Kinsley 
Phebe Scott, Derby 
Martha Steele, Goodland 
Charles E. Strange, Wichita 



1964 
Dan Foster, LaCrosse 
Mary Hunholz, Manhattan 
Erdman Johnson, Turner 
Loma Mack, Madison 
Bernadine Sitts, Garden City 
Lillie Elizabeth Studt, Glasco 
Dewey E. Wolgast, Marysville 

1965 
Rebecca Bloodworth, Kansas City 
Bryce H. Gleckler, Dodge City 
Mabel Lacey, Gorham 
Hazel Lee Simmons, Lawrence 
Floyd C. Smith, Iola 
Dorothy Vaughn, Neodesha 
Ethel Yantis, Howard 

1966 
Eva M. Chalfant, El Dorado 
Louis A. Coppoc, Belpre 
Helen Glaser, Coffeyville 
Evelyn Harper, Atchison 
Maurice Little, Goodland 
Ione Ramey, Olathe 
Wesley E. Simpson, Salina 

1967 
John W. Breukelman, Emporia, KSTC 
Lois Hogue, Pratt 
Perva M. Hughes, Pittsburg, KSC 
Winifred Jennings, Shawnee 
Jean Jones, Topeka 
Florence Miller, Iola 
Cecil E. Smith, Pittsburg 
0 Adel F. Throckmorton, Wichita, State Supt. 

1968 
Arley A. Bryant, Concordia 
Lottie Carver, Mulvane 
Alice Ham, Hutchinson 
Hazel Miller, Emporia 
Irma Minden, Paola 
Gladys Peterson, Bethel College 
Doris Stith, Bonner Springs 

" Special Additional Award 

1969 
0 Alex Daughtry, Emporia, KSTC 
Kelso Deer, Hoisington 
Marguerite Hackney, Iola 
Joe vV. Ostenberg, McPherson 
Theodore Palmquist, Turner 
i\laxinc Sebelius, Northern Valley 
Joy Wigginton, El Dorado 
Lonnie Wood, Independence 

1970 
Halph Dennis, Olathe 
John England, Pittsburg 
Gladys Kaump, Dodge City 
Thomas Kelley, Hutchinson Jr. College 
Lois Patton, Great Bend 
Albert Riedel, Hays 
i\lary Ellen Sissman, Eureka 

1971 
Kenneth Anderson, Lawrence, KU 
Earl Bevan, Pittsburg 
Helen Case, El Dorado 
Carl Clinesmith, Fort Scott 
Herman Grundy, Kansas City 
Betty Jackson, Colby 
Margaret Jagger, Minneapolis 
 �F. L. Schlagle, Kansas City°

1972 
Joseph L. Bournonville, Pittsburg 
Robert Burnett, Colby 
Gerald Coacher, Topeka 
F. Floyd Herr, Topeka 
Carl A. James, Emporia 
Catherine Johannsen, Kansas City 
Margaret Parker, KSC, Pittsburg 
Leona Velen, Manhattan 

1973 
Mildred Barber, Concordia 
Elton W. Cline, KSC, Pittsburg 
Marie Hieger, El Dorado 
Anna Hurty, Hutchinson 
Rachel Leist, Fort Scott 
Allen L. Unruh, Ottawa 
Marjorie Vieux, Atwood 




