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The Master Teacher Award 

Established by Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, 
in 1954, the Kansas Master Teacher Awards are presented 
annually to seven teachers who have served the profession 
long and well and who typify the good qualities of the vast 
corps of earnest and conscientious teachers . Candidates for 
the Awards are suggested by local teacher associations and 
school faculties. A committee reviews aH nominations and 
selects seven teachers to receive the Awards . 

The Selection Committee for 1969 was composed of Mr. 
Don E. Crumbaker, President of the Kansas Association of 
School Boards; Mr. Murie Hayden, Acting Commissioner, 
State Department of Education; Mrs. Helen Mayfield, First 
Vice-President of the Kansas Congress of Parents and Teach
ers; Miss Deana McClure, President of the Kansas Division 
of the American Association of University Women; Dr. Mel
vin Neely, Executive Secretary of the Kansas State Teachers 
Association; Mr. F. L. Schlagle, Superintendent-emeritus, 
Kansas City, Kansas; and Mr. C. 0. Wright, Executive Sec
retary-emeritus of the Kansas State Teachers Association. 

A committee of faculty members at Kansas State Teach
ers College is in charge of local arrangements. This com
mittee includes Dr. Kathryn Whitten, Mr. Melville Archer, 
Dr. Nathan Budd, Mr. William Edwards, Mr. Larry Mere
dith, Dr. Everett Rich, Dr. J. J. Weigand, and Dr. Truman 
Hayes. 

The committee is grateful for the cooperation of the 
Endowment Association, the Student NEA-KSTA, the De
partment of Music, the Department of Art, the Department 
of Speech, the Instructional Media Center, the Special 
Events Office, and the Memorial Student Union Dining 
Service in connection with the Master Teacher Award 

program. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 1969 

THE KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

EMPORIA, KANSAS 

PROGRAM 

9:30 a.m. Convocation, College Theater 
Presentation of 1969 Master Teachers by John E. Visser, 
President, Kansas State Teachers College 

Address by Nathaniel H. Evers, Dean 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 
University of Denver, Denver, Colorado 

2:30 p.m. Open Forum for Teacher Education Students, Butcher 
Children's School Auditorium 

Panel including the Master Teachers with William Edwards, 
K.S.T.C. , Moderator 

3:20 p.m. Reception for Master Teachers, Butcher Children's School 
Auditorium. Students, faculty, and visitors are guests of 
the Student NEA-KSTA 

6:30 p .m. Master Teacher Award Dinner, Colonial Ballroom, Memo· 
rial Union Building. 

Toastmaster, Truman Hayes, K.S.T.C. 

Special Music, K.S.T.C. Men's Chorale, directed by Charles 
Schaefer 

Address by Melvin E. Neely, Executive Secretary, Kansas 
State Teachers Association 

Presentation of Awards to Master Teachers, President Visser, 
Dean Evers, and Dr. Neely 



Alex A. Daughtry 

Usually only seven Master Teacher 
Awards are made annually. Occasionally, how
ever, the Selection Committee has seen fit to 
make an additional special award to someone 
whom they believe is greatly deserving of the 
honor but who may not have been "officially" 
nominated. 

Such an award is presented this year to 
Dr. Alex Daughtry, former Chairman of the 
Division of Teacher Education at the Kansas 
State T eachers College and since last year 
professor and director of the University of 
Denver School of Education. Dr. Daughtry, 
who was Chairman of the Division of Teacher 
Education at the Teachers College from 1958 
to 1968, worked tirelessly and effectively on 
the Master Teacher Awards program. At its 
inception in 1954 he was Director of Field 

Services and was responsible for the placement of graduating seniors and 
alumni, extension classes, correspondence study, and alumni affairs. 

Dr. Daughtry earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Education from 
KSTC in 1936. He received a mas ter's degree from KSTC in 1949 and was 
awarded a Doctor of Education Degree from the University of Colorado in 
1946. He taught for a year in Burr Oak, Kansas, and then was a newswriter 
,for the Civic Education Service in Washington, D. C., from 1937 to 1940. 
He taught at Bonner Springs High School for a year - 1940-41 - then was 
a personnel officer in the National Youth Administration from 1941 to 1942. 
He served four years in the U. S. Army during World W ar II. He was 
Placement Director and Alumni Secretary at KSTC from 1946 to 1954. 

In 1967 Dr. Daughtry was appointed to a three-year term on the Na
tional Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education. In March and April 
of 1967 he was invited by the American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education to participate in a tour of Yugoslavia. 

Kelso Deer 
Kelso Deer, Guidance Counselor and Di

rector of Reading at Hoisington High School, 
has in 31 years worked in many phases of 
education. He has been an elementary teach
er, junior high and high school teacher, a 
principal, and a superintendent. His superin
tendent, \Valter L. Smith, writes that Mr. Deer 
felt that he could most closely relate with 
youth and help them witl1 their problems by 
working in the areas of guidance and counsel
ing. 

A graduate of Kansas State College of 
Pittsburg with undergraduate and graduate 
degrees earned in 1938 and 1947, Mr. Deer 
has also done graduate work at Wyoming 
University, Wichita University, Fort Hays 
Kansas State College, the Kansas State Teach

ers College, Emporia, and Kansas University. Of his 31 years in education 
he spent 18 years in Butler County, 10 years in Barton County, two years in 
Montgomery County and one year in Wilson County. He joined the faculty 
of Hoisington High School in 1959. 

His list of civic activities is long and varied . He has served as President 
of the Augusta City Teachers Association, President of the Augusta Lions 
Club and was a delegate of the Augusta City Teachers Association. He has 
also been President of the Hoisington Lions Club and is serving his second 
term on the Board of Directors of the Kansas State Teachers Association . He 
was a member of Governor Robert Docking's Citizen Committee to study 
education in 1968. 

Mr. Deer served in tl1e Kansas Legislature under Governors Arn, Hall 
and Docking and achieved an enviabl e record. 
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Miss Marguerite Hackney 
Interest and concern for students within 

the classroom and an active participation in 
community activities has marked the 22-year 
teaching record of Miss Marguerite Hackney 
at Iola Senior High School. She had taught 
for 20 years before coming to Iola in a rural 
school in Cherokee County, and at Chetopa, 
Oswego, and Riverton High Schools. Her 
teaching skills have endeared her to students 
throughout this 42-year career and her many 
contributions to civic and professional activities 
have earned great respect for her. 

A graduate of Cherokee County Com
munity High School, she holds bachelor's and 
master's degrees from Kansas State College 
of Pittsburg and has also done graduate work 
at Kansas State University. She has taught 

English for the past 20 years and tangible evidence of her classroom ef
fectiveness is shown in the many writing awards won by her students in 
essay contests such as the one sponsored by The Governor's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped, the Masonic Writing Contest on American
ism and others. A colleague says the material gains which her students win 
such as scholarships and trips are far overshadowed hy the educational gains 
in writing ability, an appreciation of our American heritage, and a compassion
ate understanding of the plight of the handicapped. Outside the classroom 
Miss Hackney has been responsible for the Kayette program in Iola for 21 
years and for the local Quill and Scroll. 

She is also active in the local Kansas State Teachers Association and 
National Education Association and has held every office in the local organi
zation and has been a voting delegate to the NEA convention twice. Mem
bership in other organizations including the Business and Professional Wo
men's Federation - for which she is now State Youth Chairman - church 
work, participation in community and county organizations and other groups 
indicate there is no limit to the depth or breadth of her interest. 

Joe W. Ostenberg 
Under the leadership of Superintendent of 

Schools Joe W . Ostenberg, McPherson has seen 
a great deal of progress . Since he joined the 
school system there in 1957 Mr. Ostenberg has 
initiated programs, upgraded the quality of 
instruction and facilities an<l built a new high 
school. In the meantime, he has been active 
in civic and state-wide activities , has built 
a fine record as an individual and has earned 
the respect of his associates. 

Born in Marquette, Kansas, he attended 
Bethany College and graduated with a bach
elor's degree in 1924. In 1933 he received a 
master's degree from the University of Kansas 
and since then has done graduate work at the 
University of Southern California and has at
tended school building workshops at Stanford 
University. He started his teaching career at 

Ford, Kansas, where he was a teacher and coach and later Superintendent 
of Schools . From 1935 to 1946 he was Superintendent at Ellinwood, Kansas , 
and from 1946 to 1957 at Iola, Kansas . 

Under his leadership, i\foPherson schools have seen curriculum improve
ment in all areas, special features such as hot lunches and guidance counselors 
have been introduced, a new high school was built which has been used as 
a model throughout the country, and school unification was achieved with 
a minimum of problems. He is active in such professional organizations as 
the Kansas State Teachers Association where he served as President, county 
teachers associations, chairman of the legislative committee of the Kansas 
Association of School Administrators, and in 1956 received a special award 
for Distinguished Service in Education from Bethany College . 



Theodore R. Palmquist 
Mr. Theodore R. Palmquist, Director of 

Federal Projects for Turner Unified School 
District No. 202 in Kansas City, Kansas, has 
served three school districts and one college 
during his educational career. He has been a 
teacher and superintendent at Bluff City Kan
sas, served similar roles at Wellsville, Kansas , 
and has been superintendent, principal, teach
er and now Director of Federal Projects for 
the Turner School District. In addition to 
his teaching and administrative services in 
public schools, Mr. Palmquist has taught dur
ing summer sessions at Ottav,a University. 

He is a 1925 graduate of Ottawa Univer
sity and in 1932 received a master's degree 
from the University of Kansas. 

Throughout his career he has · always re
flected a deep interes t and concern for edu

cation, its processes, its influence, and its advancement. The degree of 
involvement to which he has committed himself covers a spectmm from the 
individual as a student, a parent, or a teacher to the national level as a 
member of the National Education Association Board of Directors . 

Mr. Palmquist has been an innovator in many areas as well as a teacher 
and administrator. Twenty years ago he established one of the very earlv 
guidance programs in Kansas high schools. Many schools have patterned 
their new high schools around the Turner High School Mr. Palmquist helped 
plan . He also pioneered in Kansas a Royal McBee Key Sort System of grade 
reporting and student enrolling and programming. 

Besides his teaching and administrative duties, Mr. Palmquist keeps 
actively involved in civic and national affairs. He is active in professional 
organizations, was a member of the Kansas State High School Principal's 
Association Executive Committee, is a member of the Kansas State Teachers 
Association Legislative Committee and has served on the Wyandotte County 
Social Planning Council for Health and Welfare, the United Community Fund 
and Council Executive Committee and in many other positions. 

Miss Maxine Sebelius 
In the words of her Superintendent, 

Duane G. Sloan, Miss Maxine Sebelius has 
"performed above and beyond the call of duty" 
as a teacher of English, social science, vocal 
and instrumental music at Almena High School 
and now as secondary guidance counselor in 
the Northern Valley Schools. 

A graduate of Almena Rural High School, 
she returned to her alma mater in 1944 after 
receiving a bachelor's degree from Fort Hays 
Kansas State College. She taught also at Up
land, Nebraska, and in Willis, Kansas. She 
received a master's degree from the University 

,; of Kansas in 1961 and has done graduate work 
· in History there and at Washburn University 

l. f and has studied Library Science at the Uni-
'i".; ";:;,-, versi ty of Utah. 
• '... A fellow teacher of Miss Sebelius has said 

of her: "She is highly respected and gives freely of her time to the church, 
clubs and other activities . As a teacher she is not only capable and well 
educated in her field but also is enthusiastic and joyful in her work. 
. Miss Sebelius comes from a family of teachers. Her mother, sister, 

s1ster-m-law and several nieces have been or are now teachers . A teacher 
herself . for 29 years, she is slowly relinquishing her teaching assignments 
to perform the duties of secondary guidance counselor. 

Her list of the state and county honors is long and impressive and mem
berships in honorary groups, professional organizations civic and religious 
organizations keep her busy throughout the year. ' 
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Miss Joy Wigginton 

Miss Joy Wigginton never intended to 
teach but she's been doing just that for the 
past 46 years. The teacher from El Dorado 
came from a long line of teachers but didn't 

I think she wanted to be one herself. She tried 
, bookkeeping and working in downtown El 

Dorado, the city in which she grew up, but 
decided that was too monotonous and turned 
to teaching after all. She now teaches first 
year students in the ungraded Grandview 

She has spent 44 years teaching in the 

) 

School in El Dorado. 

~ 
El Dorado elementary schools. She began 
teaching just north of Lake El Dorado at the 
old No. 2 school. In 1925 she was transferred 

,,.. to Lincoln School in the city where she taught 
third grade classes for 29 years. In 1932 she 
received her bachelor's degree from the Kansas 

State Teachers College, Emporia. Since then she has done graduate work 
at KSTC. Ending her long tenure at Lincoln School, Miss Wigginton moved 
to Skelly School, then to the old Jefferson building and finally to Grandview. 
She switched from third grade teaching to first year students. 

Throughout her 46 years of teaching, Miss Wigginton has instilled 
her pupils with a quest for knowledge, a respect for self discipline, and an 
awareness of good manners. She has earned the admiration of the children, 
parents and other teachers. 

Her Superintendent, Gerald S. Franklin, says Miss Wigginton is a 
J\faster Teacher because she "has a concern for all youth, is commited to 
helping every child become a happy, trained, self-respecting individual, is 
effective, has courage to fight for better methods and improved material, 
is a professional , and her character is above reproach." 

Lonnie N. Wood 
Since beginning his education in a one

room rural school in Neosho County, Lonnie 
N. Wood has advanced to the job of Super
intendent of Schools of Unified School District 
No. 446 at Independence. He started his 
teaching career in the fall of 1925 at Morehead 
where he was 7th and 8th grade teacher, prin
cipal of the elementary school and high school 
basketball coach. He then went to Altamont, 
later became County Superintendent of Labet
te County Schools , joined Field Kindley Me
morial High School in Coffeyville in 1941 and 
in 1944 joined the Independence Junior High 
School as Principal. He was named Superin
tendent of Schools there in 1954. 

During the summer of 1926, and for 
many summers thereafter, Mr. Wood attended 
summer school and in 1939 enrolled as a 

regular student at Kansas State College of Pittsburg. He received his 
degree in 1940 and in 1941 earned a master's degree. He has since studied 
at Colorado State College and the University of 'Wyoming. 

In addition to his duities as a teacher and administrator, Mr. Wood 
has found time for many activities with the community and his church. He 
has been active with the Boy Scouts, the Lions Club, the Kansas State and 
Independence Chambers of Commerce, the Kansas Council on Economic 
Education and in many seminars and conferences. 

Comments about Mr. ,vood from colleagues were typified by this one: 
"He possesses unusual ability. H e has a sound personal and educational 
philosophy. He has been endowed with a personality that radiates enthusiasm 
and confidence." 

His educational associates are fond of pointing out the progress made 
in the Independence Unified School District under his leadership. 



Master Teachers Of Former Years 

1954 
Laura M. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H. Brown, Peabody 
Lucy Headrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1956 
Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M. Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H . Dresher, McPherson 
John E. Humphreys, Ashland 
Mamie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1958 
Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
Myrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D. Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie M. Miller, Emporia 
Elsie N. Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson, Marion 

1960 
Eula Bridger, Kansas City 
Mary Louise Gritten, Bird City 
Lena Carl, Garden City 
Owen E. Hodgson, Salina 
Opal Jayne Kennedy, Lawrence 
Pauline Shockey, Derby 
Blanch Smith, Pittsburg 
C. 0. Wright, Topeka 

1962 
William A. Black, Pittsburg 
Eunice McGill, Sterling 
Nellie McGuinn, Kansas City 
Owen R. McNeil, Peabody 
Ella C. Shearer, Hays 
Marie Therkelsen, Independence 
William IT. Wolfe,. Lawrence 

1964 
Dan Foster, LaCrosse 
Mary Hunholz, Manhattan 
Erdman Johnson, Turner 
Loma Mack, Madison 
Bernadine Sitts, Garden City 
Lillie Elizabeth Studt, Glasco 
Dewey E. Wolgast, Marysville 

1966 
Eva M. Chalfant, El Dorado 
Louis A. Coppoc, Belpre 
Helen Glaser, Coffeyville 
Evelyn Harper, Atchison 
Maurice Little, Goodland 
Ione Ramey, Olathe 
Wesley E. Simpson, Salina 

Arley A. Bryant, Concordia 
Lottie Carver, Mulvane 
Alice Ham, Hutchinson 
Hazel Miller, Emporia 

1968 

1955 
Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Lawrence 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Wichita 
.\1 . F. Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence 

1957 
Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P. Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Hays 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1959 
Henrietta A. Courtwright, 

Arkansas City 
Nettie May Davis, Winchester 
Paul R. Dick, Topeka 
Ethlyn Hamlin, Fort Scott 
Robert H . Pool, Larned 
D. Ruth Thompson, Sterling 
Jane Townsend, Girard 

1961 
Reba Anderson, Hutchinson 
George D . Caldwell, Iola 
Lydia Haag, Holton 
Larry Ling, Liberal 
Dorothy McPherson, Chetopa 
Jane E. Roether, Junction City 
Ruth Socolofsky, Manhattan 

1963 
May Gruver, Augusta 
Alta Hendrickson, Oakley 
Walter M. Ostenberg, Salina 
Pearl Peterie, Kinsley 
Phebe Scott, Derby 
Martha Steele, Goodland 
Charles E. Strange, Wichita 

1965 
Rebecca L. Bloodworth, Kansas City 
Bryce H . Gleckler, Dodge City 
Mabel Lacey, Gorham 
Hazel Lee Simmons, Lawrence 
Floyd C. Smith, Iola 
Dorothy L. Vaughn, IndependencE 
Ethel Yantis, Howard 

1967 
John \V. Breukelman, Emporia 
Lois Hogue, Pratt 
Perva M. Hughes, Pittsburg 
Winifred Jennings, Shawnee 
Jean Jones, Topeka 
Florence Miller, Iola 
Cecil E. Smith, Pittsburg 
Adel F. Throckmorton, Wichita 

Inna Minden, Paola 
Gladys Peterson, Lindsborg 
Doris Stith , Bonner Springs 




