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The Master Teacher Award 

Established by Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, in 
1954, the Kansas Master Teacher Awards are presented an
nually to seven teachers who have served the profession long 
and well and who typify the good qualities of the vast corps 
of earnest and conscientious teachers. Candidates for the 
Awards are suggested by local teacher associations and school 
faculties . A committee reviews all nominations and selects 
seven teachers to receive the A wards. 

The Selection Committee for 1966 was composed of Mrs. 
Quentin Nelson, President of the Kansas Congress of Parents 
and Teachers; Miss Leona Krehbiel, President, Kansas Divi
sion, American Association of University Women; F . L. 
Schlagle, Superintendent-emeritus, Kansas City, Kansas ; 
Adel Throckmorton, State Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion; C. 0. ·wright, Secretary-emeritus of the Kansas State 
Teachers Association; Glenn A. Weir, President, Kansas As
sociation of School Boards, and Melvin Neely, Executive 
Secretary, Kansas State Teachers Association. 

A committee of faculty members at Kansas State Teachers 
College, Emporia, is in charge of local arrangements. This 
committee incl:udes Dr. Kathryn Whitten, Dr. Nathan P. 
Budd, Dr. Robert McAdoo, Mr. Tom Ladwig, Dr. Everett 
Rich, and Dr. Alex A. Daughtry. Miss Helen Bishop is in 
charge of the A ward dinner. 
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KANSAS MASTER TEACHER AW ARD 

1966 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 1966 

THE KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

EMPORIA, KANSAS 

PROGRAM 

President John E. King, Presiding 
9:30 a.m. All-college Convocation, Albert Taylor Hall 

Presentation of 1966 Master Teachers 
Address by Dr. Don E. Davis, President, College of the 
Ozarks, Clarksville, Arkansas 

2:30 p.m. Open Forum for Teacher Education Students 
Panel including the Master Teachers, Dr. Davis, and Truman 

Hayes, Moderator, Butcher Children's School 

3:30 p.m. Reception for Master Teachers 
Students, faculty, and visitors are guests of 

the Student National Education Association 
Butcher Children's School 

6:30 p.m. Master Teacher Award Dinner 
Colonial Ballroom, Student Union Building 
Special Music, K. S. T. C. Men's Chorale, directed by 
Charles Schaefer 
Presentation of Awards by Dr. Kenneth E. Anderson, Dean, 
School of Education, University of Kansas 



Miss Eva Chalfant 
As a teacher of citizenship and geography at 

El Dorado Junior High School, Miss Eva M. 
Chalfant has gained the admiration and respect 
of hundreds of boys and girls who have passed 
through her classes during the past twenty-one 
years . She started her teaching at El Dorado 
in 1929 as an elementary school teacher. She 
was asked to transfer to the junior high school 
in 1945, first to teach world history, then to 
take over her present assignment. 

Miss Chalfant grew up on a farm near Knob 
Noster, Missouri. She graduated from high 
school at Leeton, attended Central Missouri for 
a year so that she could qualify for a teaching 
certificate, and taught rural schools in her home 
area for five years. When her family moved to 
El Dorado, she went along; she took summer 
work at Kansas State Teachers College to 
qualify for Kansas certification . She completed requirements for a college 
degree in 1944 at what is now Wichita State University. 

An active member of the El Dorado City Teachers Association, the Kansas 
State Teachers Association, and the National Education Association, Miss 
Chalfant has also found time to participate in community organizations. She 
has served as president and treasurer of the Butler County Council for 
UNESCO, and she has served her church in many ways. She is a charter 
member of the American Association of University Women. 

Max Bickford, Executive Officer of the Kansas Board of Regents and 
formerly superintendent of schools in El Dorado, wrote recently: 

"Miss Chalfant is an outstanding classroom teacher and has devoted her 
life to being just that. There is no pretense about this woman; she has only 
one desire and that is to be a good teacher and companion to her students. 
She is a teacher 's teacher and is also an administrator's teacher. She fills the bill 
with everyone, but most of all with her students." 

Miss Helen Glaser 
For the past forty-three years, Miss Helen 

Glaser has been a teacher of mathematics in the 
Field Kindley High School at Coffeyville. This 
by itself would seem to be an outstanding 
record of service, but it only begins to tell the 
story of her contributions to the school in which 
she teaches and the community in which she 
lives. 

Miss Glaser was born in Missouri, but she 
graduated from Pittsburg High School at the 
tender age of fifteen. She received a life certifi
cate from Kansas State College in 1917 and 
began her teaching career in the rural high 
school at Mulberry that fall . She was younger 
when she started teaching than are most high 
school seniors now. 

After receiving a degree at Pittsburg, Miss 
Glaser joined the faculty of Field Kindley 
High School in 1923. In addition to her teaching assignment, she has sponsored 
many student groups. Best known is the "Tornado Tillie Pep and Service 
Club," which she organized in 1929 and still sponsors. 

Miss Glaser does not confine her work to school activities. She has twice 
served as president of the Coffeyville Teachers Association, and she is secretary 
of the Kansas Mathematics Teachers Association. 

In 1955, Miss Glaser was honored as Outstanding Teacher of the Year by 
the Coffeyville Chamber of Commerce. She has been chairman of the Coffey
ville Junior Red Cross and sponsor of Girl Reserves. She is a member of the 
First Baptist Church of Coffeyville. 
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Mrs. Evelyn Harper 
Selection as a !\laster Teacher of 1966 is the 

second signal honor which has come to Mrs. 
Evelyn Harper this year. Recently she was 
named 1966 1:ansas Teacher of the Year by 
State Superintendent Adel Throckmorton, and 
as such will be a candidate for 1966 National 
Teacher of the Year. 

Mrs. Harper teaches reading and English at 
Atchison High School. She has been in the 
Atchison schools since 194 7, first as an ele
mentary principal, later as a junior high school 
teacher . She started on her present assignment 
in 1961. 

Although she was born in Kansas City, Mrs. 
Harper grew up in the Bronx, New York City, 
and received some of her high school education 
there. She graduated from the high school in 
Chickasha, Oklahoma, but returned to New 

- - ~----··----

York City to earn the degree, Bachelor of Science in Education, from New 
York University. In 1937, she received a master's degree from Columbia. 

Mrs. Harper has been active in professional organizations. She has served 
as president of the Atchison City Teachers Association, and in 1964 was vice
president of the Topeka section of the Kansas State Teachers Association . 

In addition to her work with professional groups in education, Mrs. 
Harper has been active in such organizations as the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People and the Girl Scouts. She is a member of 
the executive board of the Kansas Civil Rights Commission and was recently 
named to the board of trustees of the Kansas State Multiple Sclerosis chapter. 

Mrs . Harper holds a Specialist in Education degree from the University of 
Kansas, with emphasis in reading. She has been invited to join the staff of 
Princeton University for the 1966 summer session. 

Mrs. Ione Ramey 
"You'd never know she was a principal! " 

This was one of the comments made by the 
colleagues of Mrs . Ione E. Ramey, principal of 
the 'Nashington Elementary School in Olathe, 
when they submitted her nomination as a 1966 
Master Teacher. Although principals in general 
might be inclined to question this statement, it 
was made as a compliment-first and last, Mrs. 
Ramey is and has been a teacher of boys and 
girls rather than an administrator. 

Her teaching career began in her home 
community, Parker, two years after she gradu
ated from high school. She had had no college 
work at that time, so she began to acquire 
credit at Ursuline College of Paola. Eventually, 
through summer school, extension classes, and 
part-time attendance, she received the bache- .. 
lor's degree from Kansas State College, Pitts- ~-
burg. Not content with this achievement, she started working toward a 
master's, which was awarded, also by Pittsburg, in 1958. 

Her teaching positions have been at Parker, Merriam , Spring Hill , and 
Olathe. She moved to the Olathe system in 1950, first as a classroom teacher. 

Mrs . Ramey has always displayed creative talent. She writes music and 
poetry; her operattas and plays have been produced at many school functions, 
in Olathe and elsewhere. 

She is active in professional organizations, including the Olatl1e Teachers 
Association , the KST A, the NEA, the Kansas Association of Elementary School 
Principals, and the National Congress of Parents and Teachers. She has worked 
in Kappa Delta Pi, honorary education fraternity; tl1e American Association of 
University Women, and the Daughters of the American Revolution. 



Maurice Little 
Maurice Little has taught vocational agri

culture in the Goodland schools since 1943, but 
prior to that date, his assignments in education 
were many and varied. He taught science, 
mathematics, history, and journalism; he 
coached athletic teams; he directed school 
bands; he served as principal and superin
tendent. Perhaps because of this background, 
he is best known as a teacher of boys rather 
than as a teacher of a subject. 

At present, Mr. Little is responsible for the 
vocational agriculture and farm mechanics pro
grams in Goodland High School and the North
west Kansas Area Vocational-Technical School 
at Goodland. His teaching experience before 
coming to Goodland was in Colorado, at Akron, 
Erie, Lyons, and Longmont. 

A graduate of Colorado A. & M. in 1925, 
Mr. Little returned to that institution, after it had become Colorado State 
University, to earn the master's degree in 1952. He has done additional course 
work at the University of Colorado, Fort Hays State College, and Kansas State. 

l\fr. Little has taken an active part in professional educational association 
work. He is currently president of the Goodland Teachers Association, and 
he has served as president of the Sherman County Teachers Association. He was 
vice-president of the Hays section of the Kansas State Teachers Association. 

His community activities in Goodland include membership in Rotary and 
the Lions Club. He has served as sponsor and judge for 4-H Club activities in 
Sherman County for many yeai's. He organized the first Young Farmers class 
to be developed in Kansas after World War II. 

Wesley E. Simpson 
Wesley E. Simpson, biology teacher at Salina 

High School, began his work in that school in 
1928. He had previously served as teacher, 
principal, and superintendent at Republic, 
following his graduation from Kansas State 
University in 1923. 

During his years at Salina, Mr. Simpson 
has held administrative positions-principal, 
assistant principal, and dean of boys-but he 
bas always returned to his first love, the 
t~aching of biological science. He has done 
much more, however, than simply teach stand
ard courses . He established and still teaches a 
course in laboratory technique for future 
nurses, technicians, and doctors. More than 
ten years ago, he developed a seminar for 
college-bound seniors. Within the last few 
years, he started a program of independent 
study in biology for the academ ically talented. 

Mr. Simpson holds the master's degree from Stanford University and 
has clone additional graduate study at the University of Colorado and , vashing
ton University. Professionally, he has been active in the local, state, and 
national associations. He served as vice-president of the Salina section of the 
KST A conventions, and twice was president of the Salina City Teachers. 

His interests have not been limited to educational organizations and 
activities. He has worked with the Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star; he helped 
with the leadership training program of the Coronado Council of the Boy 
Scouts. For twenty years, he has been on the Board of Asbury Hospital. 

Perhaps his most notable achievement within the community, however, is 
represented by the Special Education Center for handicapped children which 
was opened in Salina in 1961. This center was the culmination of a project 
carried on, largely under Mr. Simpson's direction, by the Lions Club. 
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Louis A. Coppoc 
For the past thirty-three years, Louis A. 

Coppoc has been a member of the high school 
faculty at Belpre, in Edwards County. H e is 
the mathematics teacher, but he coached the 
athletic teams for a number of years and has 
taken on other assignments at the school as the 
need arose. 

Before moving to Belpre in 1934, Mr Coppoc 
taught mathematics and science at W aldo High 
School and at Bloom High School. H e is a 
graduate of Ottawa University and has done 
additional work at the University of Colorado, 
Kansas State University, and the University of 
Wisconsin . Some of his recent work has been 
done as a member of a National Science 
Foundation Institute. 

The son of a Baptist minister, Mr. Coppoc is 
an active worker in the church. For years he ••••.i 
served as superintendent of the Sunday school, and he still teaches an adult 
class. 

Mr. Coppoc has held every office in the Edwards County Teachers 
Association. H e served two terms on the Board of Directors of the Kansas State 
Teachers Association and has been a member of the Classroom T eacher 
Commission. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Coppoc and their children get together, school teach
ing is likely to be the subject of conversation. Mrs. Coppoc is a full-time 
teacher. Two of their three sons are teachers and coaches (the third son is 
working toward a doctorate at H arvard Medical School), and their daughter, 
a graduate of Kansas State University, formerly taught physical education. 

Words such as "inspiring" and "stimulating" were often used to describe 
Mr. Coppoc's teaching by the former students who wrote to the Selection 
Committee in support of his nomination . Several mentioned the fact that he 
was largely responsible for their continuing their form al education beyond 
high school. One form er student commented as follows: 

"Beyond teaching itself is the interest Louis shows and maintains in his 
students. Before we knew guidance as it exists today, he was raising questions 
relative to self-fulfillment and life patterns or style . His counsel greatly in
flu enced my decision to attend college, with resultant significant effect on my 
total life pattern. His sincere interest and encouragement have been of im
measu,~able assistance to me and to the many other students of his whom I 
know. 



Master Teachers Of Former Years 

1954 

Laura ~f. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H. Brown, Peabody 
Lucy Headrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1955 

Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Lawrence 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Wichita 
!\f. F. Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence 

1956 

Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M. Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H. Dresher, McPherson 
John E. Humphreys, Ashland 
Mamie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1957 

Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P. Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Hays 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1958 

Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
Mvrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D. Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie M. Miller, Emporia 
Elsie N. Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson, Marion 

1964 

Dan Foster, LaCrosse 
Mary Hunholz, Manhattan 
Erdman Johnson, Turner 
Loma Mack, Madison 
Bernadine Sitts, Garden City 
Lillie Elizabeth Studt, Glasco 
Dewey E . Wolgast, Marysville 

1959 

Henrietta A. Courtwright, 
Arkansas City 

Nettie May Davis, Winchester 
Paul R. Dick, Topeka 
Ethlyn Hamlin, Fort Scott 
Robert H. Pool, Larned 
D. Ruth Thompson, Sterling 
Jane Townsend, Girard 

1960 

Eula Bridger, Kansas City 
Mary Louise Gritten, Bird City 
Lena Carl, Garden City 
Owen E. Hodgson, Salina 
Opal Jayne Kennedy, Lawrence 
Pauline Shockey, Derby 
Blanch Smith, Pittsburg 

1961 

Reba Anderson, Hutchinson 
George D . Caldwell, Iola 
Lydia Haag, Holton 
Larry Ling, Liberal 
Dorothy McPherson, Chetopa 
Jane E. Roether, Junction City 
Ruth Socolofsky, Manhattan 

1962 

William A. Black, Pittsburg 
Eunice McGill, Sterling 
Nellie McGuinn, Kansas City 
Owen R. McNeil, Peabody 
Ella C. Shearer, Hays 
Marie Therkelsen, Independence 
vVilliam D. Wolfe, Lawrence 

1963 

May Gruver, Augusta 
Alta Hendrickson, Oakley 
Walter M. Ostenberg, Salina 
Pearl Peterie, Kinsley 
Phebe Scott, Derby 
Martha Steele, Goodland 
Charles E. Strange, Wichita 

1965 

Rebecca L. Bloodworth, Kansas City 
Bryce H. Gleckler, Dodge City 
Mabel Lacey, Gorham 
Hazel Lee Simmons, Lawrence 
Floyd C. Smith, Iola 
Dorothy L. Vaughn, Independence 
Ethel Yantis, Howard 




