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The Master Teacher Awards 

Established by Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, in 
1954, the Kansas Master Teacher Awards are presented an­
nually to seven teachers who have served the profession long 
and well and who typify the good qualities of the vast corps 
of earnest and conscientious teachers. Candidates for the 
A wards are suggested by local teacher associations and school 
faculties . A committee reviews all nominations and selects 
seven teachers to receive the Awards. 

The Selection Committee for 1964 was composed of Mrs . 
Quentin Nelson, President of the Kansas Congress of Parents 
and Teachers; Mrs. Robert Herzog, President, Kansas Divi­
sion, American Association of University Women; F. L. 
Schlagle, Superintendent-Emeritus, Kansas City, Kansas; 
Adel Throckmorton, State Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion, and C. 0. Wright, Executive Secretary of the Kansas 
State Teachers Association. 

A committee of faculty members at Kansas State Teachers 
College, Emporia, is in charge of local arrangements. This 
committee includes Dr. Kathryn Whitten, Dr. Nathan P. 
Budd, Dr. Howard Bellows, Dr. Everett Rich, and Dr. Alex 
A. Daughtry. Miss Helen Bishop is in charge of the Award 
dinner. The Department of Art plans and provides dinner 
decorations. 
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PROGRAM 

President John E. King, Presiding 

9:30 a.m. All-college Convocation, Albert Taylor Hall 
Presentation of 1964 Master Teachers 
Address by Dr. Chester C. Travelstead 

Dean, College of Education 

2:30 p.m. 

3:30 p .m. 

University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Open Forum for Teacher Education Students 
Panel including the Master Teachers, Dr. Travelstead, 

and Robert E. McAdoo, Moderator 
Butcher Children's School 

Reception for Master Teachers 
Students, faculty, and visitors are guests of 

the Student National Education Association 
Butcher Children's School 

6:30 p.m. Master Teacher Award Dinner 
Colonial Ballroom, Student Union Building 
Special Music, Men's Chorale, directed by 
Charles Schaefer 

Presentation of Awards by Dr. Ruth A. Stout, 
Kansas State Teachers Association 



Dan Fuster 
Dan Foster, grade school principal and teacher 

at La Crosse, is from a large family where edu­
cation looms large. Mrs. Foster teaches kinder­
garten at La Crosse, and their daughter taught 
after college graduation. Their son, who is 
working toward an engineering degree at Kan­
sas State, is currently in the United States 
Army. The Fosters believe that education comes 
from travel as well as from books. They have 
traveled widely in the United States, Mexico, 
and Canada. Two years ago they spent ten 
weeks on a tour of Europe. 

Mr. Foster holds tl1e Bachelor's and Master's 
degrees from Fort Hays State College. He be­
gan his teaching career in a rural school in 
Ness County. Later he was an elementary 
principal at Ness City for six years ; for nearly 
a quarter of a century he has been a part of the 
La Crosse school system. During these years he has been active in local, state, 
and professional organizations, and has served as vice-president of the Hays 
section of the Kansas State Teachers Association. 

Mr. Foster has been active in community work, and has served scouting 
with distinction. A scout master at La Crosse for twelve years, he had the 
satisfaction of seeing eighteen of his boys attain the E agle rank and seventeen 
achieved their church award. Three times he attended the Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico, once the National Jamboree in California, and once 
the Jamboree at Valley Forge. A few years ago the Kanza Council presented 
him the Silver Beaver Award. 

Mrs. Mary Hunholz 
Mrs. Mary Hunholz has taught thirty-six 

consecutive years in the elementary schools of 
Kansas. She is now in her nineteenth year of 
teaching at Manhattan, and previously taught 
seventeen years at Wamego. She has always 
taught the second grade. 

In 1959 she received her Bachelor of Science 
degree from Kansas State University, Man­
hattan, after attending summer sessions at 
Kansas State Teachers College at Emporia, 
George Peabody Teachers College in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and Kansas State University in 
Manhattan. She will receive her Master of 
Science degree at Kansas State University on 
May 31, 1964. During the summers when she 
did not attend school, she traveled widelv in 
the United States, Canada, and Mexico. Two of 
the tours were under the direction of the Na­
tional Education Association. 

Professionally, Mrs. Hunholz has served in the Pottawatomie County 
Teachers Association and the Manhattan City Teachers Association . In 1954 
she was sent by the Manhattan City Teachers Association as a delegate to the 
National Education Association Convention in New York City. During the 
school year of 1954 and 1955 she served as president of the local association 
in Manhattan. She is a Life Member of NEA and a member of the Kansas 
State Teachers Association. In 1961 the Sectional Delegate Assembly elected 
her as a classroom teacher member of the Kansas State Teachers Association 
Board of Directors. 

Mrs. Hunholz has served her community through the church, school, pro­
fessional organizations and through the honorary professional sorority of Delta 
Kappa Gamma. 
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Mrs. Loma R. Mack 
A native of Kansas , Mrs. Loma R. Mack has 

had all her schooling in Kansas. After her 
graduation from the Baxter Springs High 
School in 1933, she entered Kansas State Col­
lege, Pittsburg, where she later took the 
Bachelor of Science degree in Education and 
still later the Master's degree. She has done 
additional work at Kansas State Teachers Col­
lege, Emporia. Mrs. Mack began her teaching 
career in her home town of Baxter Springs, 
where she taught the third grade. Later, she 
was an elementary teacher and principal at 
Mineral. Since 1959 she has taught the seventh 
and eighth grades at Madison. 

Mrs. Mack is a member of many professional, 
religious, and civic organizations, including the 
Kansas State Teachers Association, the National 
Education Association, Business and Profes­
sional Women's Clubs, Alpha Chi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, Parent 
Teachers Association, Madison Civic Culture Club, and International Reading 
Association. In 1963 she was granted an honorary scholarship from the local 
chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma to do college work during a summer session. 

Mrs. Mack's colleagues testify to the active part she has taken in both 
community and professional groups. She is active in the Presbyterian Church, 
sponsors the Junior Kayettes, has served on textbook committees and curricu­
lum councils. Her husband died in 1941 leaving her two young sons to bring 
up. The older son, Robert, is presently a sophomore at Kansas State University; 
the younger, James, is a freshman at Kansas State Teachers College. 

Miss Bernadine Sitts 
Since 1948 Bernadine Sitts has been a 

te~.cher of English and Latin in the Garden. 
City High School. Before going to Garden City 
she taught a rural school near McPherson and 
then for ten years in the high school at 
Lincoln. She holds both the Bachelor of Arts 
and the Bachelor of Science in Education from 
Emporia State Teachers College, the Master's 
degree from Columbia University, and has 
studied at the American Academy in Rome. 
She has been the recipient of many honors. 
She had a Fulbright Fellowship for a year's 
study in Rome, Delta Kappa Gamma for study 
at Columbia University, and was one of twenty­
five selected nationally for scholarships to 
study at the Union Theological Seminary in 
New York. 

Miss Sitts has been co-chairman of a National Education Association 
committee, a delegate to Zone Schools of the Kansas State Teachers Associa­
tion, and responsible for programs at KST A state meetings. She has been a 
delegate to NEA conventions, representing both the state association and her 
local association. She has written for The Kansas Teacher and other educational 
publications and has spoken before numerous county institutes as well as be­
fore professional associations. 

Miss Sitts has long been active in the American Association of University 
Women, and a leader in the Methodist church, where she has directed plays, 
youth nights , radio broadcasts and other projects of that nature. 



Erdman Johnson 
Erdman Johnson, the son of a Baptist minister, 

lead the nomadic life of a minister's son during 
his elementary school days. His elementary 
schooling was done in Pennsylvania, Minnesota, 
and North Dakota. His high school days were 
spent at Pratt and Wellsville. He took the 
Bachelor of Arts at Ottawa University in 1933 
and the Master of Music Education at North­
western University in 1947. He has also at­
tended the University of Kansas City and the 
University of Kansas. 

From 1934 to 1939 Mr. Johnson taught music 
and Spanish at Wellsville. Since 1939 he has 
been at Turner, where he first taught Spanish 
and music in the high school. As the Turner 
High School grew, his teaching was first con­
fined to music and now for the past several 
years exclusively to vocal music. His colleagues 
say that the greatest tribute to Mr. Johnson's teaching is the fact that about 
30 per cent of the Turner enrollment choose vocal music as an elective from 
their study hour. 

Soon after graduation from Ottawa University, Mr. Johnson was married. 
The Johnsons have two sons. One is now serving an internship in a Kansas 
City hospital and the other is a student at the University of Kansas. 

Miss Lillie l:lisabeth Studt 
After devoting the bst thirty-three years of 

her life to the welfare of the blind, Miss Lillie 
Elisabeth Studt is retiring this year from a life 
of serving the children of Kansas. Miss Studt 
began her work with the Kansas State School 
for the Blind in 1931, after having taught for 
fifteen years in Cloud and Ottawa counties. 

Miss Studt is known among her colleagues 
as a teacher who may be found in her class­
room from one to two hours after regular hours, 
helping students in braille, phonics, and read­
ing. On Saturdays she often takes her children 
for a walk or reads to them; and each Sunday, 
for years, she has taken a group of her children 
to Sunday school and church. On home-going 
weekends, she voluntarily cares for blind chil­
dren who have to travel by bus or train and often acts as a guide on shopping 
trips and to symphony concerts. 

Miss Studt attended Fort Hays State College in the summer of 1924, the 
Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia for three years during the Great 
Depression, and finished requirements for the Bachelor of Science in Educa­
tion at Kansas State Teachers College by attending summer sessions. After 
graduating she took further work at Michigan State University and San Fran­
cisco State College during summer sessions . She is a member of the Lutheran 
Church, the Kansas State Teachers Association, and several professional 
organizations specifically concerned with her specialized work. Among these 
are the American Association of Instruction for the Blind, National Education 
Association Council for Exceptional Children, and Teachers Association of 
Kansas Schools for the Blind. 
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Dewey E. Wolgast 
Dewey E . Wolgast, who will be retiring in 

Au gust, 1954, after forty-two years of school 
service in the Marysville Public Schools, is a 
native Kansan, born in Alta Vista in 1898. 
He attended both grade and high schools in 
Alta Vista, where he was a good student and 
an outstanding athlete. 

Upon his graduation from high school, he 
taught two years in a rural school of Wabaun­
see County. He attended Ottawa University 
during his freshman and sophomore years, 
Krmsas State University his junior year, then 
again Ottawa to complete his degree. During 
his three years at Ottawa, he earned twelve 
athletic letters . From 1918 to 1919 he took 
time out from school work to serve in the 
armed forces during World War I. 

For more than forty years , Mr. Wolgast has been a life member of the 
National Education Association and under his leadership, the Marysville public 
schools have a record of twenty-six years of consecutive 100 per cent member­
ship in local, state, and national educational associations. Mr. Wolgast has 
served as vice-president of the Topeka-Manhattan section of the Kansas State 
Teachers Association, and for eighteen years he was a member of the board of 
control of the Kansas State High School Activities Association. His services in 
the last organization brought him national recognition from the National 
Association of Athletics for his significant contributions to the youth of the 
state and nation. His memberships in organizations of a professional, religious, 
and civic nature include the Presbyterian church, the American Legion, 
Rotary International, the Kansas Educators Club, and Masonic Lodge and 
Shrine. 



Master Teachers of Former Years 

1954 

Laura M. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H . Brown, Peabody 
Lucy Headrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1955 

Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Wichita 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Marysville 
M. F . Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence 

1956 

Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M. Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H. Dresher, McPherson 
John E. Humphreys, Ashland 
Mamie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1957 

Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P. Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Hays 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1958 

Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
Myrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D . Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie M. Miller, Emporia 
Elsie N. Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson, Marion 

1959 

Henrietta A. Courtwright, 
Arkansas City 

Nettie May Davis, Winchester 
Paul R. Dick, Oakley 
Ethlyn Hamlin, Fort Scott 
Robert H . Pool, Larned 
D. Ruth Thompson, Sterling 
Jane Townsend, Girard 

1960 

Eula Bridger, Kansas City 
Mary Louise Gritten, Bird City 
Lena Carl, Holcomb 
Owen E. Hodgson, Salina 
Opal Jayne Kennedy, Lawrence 
Pauline Shockey, W ellington 
Blanch Smith, Pittsburg 

1961 

Reba Anderson, Hutchinson 
George D. Caldwell, Iola 
Lydia Haag, Holton 
Larry Ling, Liberal 
Dorothy McPherson, Coffeyville 
Jane E. Roether, Junction City 
Ruth Socolofsky, Manhattan 

1962 

William A. Black, Pittsburg 
Eunice McGill, Sterling 
Nellie McGuinn, Kansas City 
Owen R. McNeil, Peabody 
Ella C. Shearer, Beloit 
Marie Therkelsen, Independence 
William D. vVolfe, Lawrence 

1963 

May Gruver, Augusta 
Alta Hendrickson, Oakley 
Walter M. Ostenberg, Salina 
Pearl Peterie, Kinsley 
Phebe Scott, Derby 
Martha Steele, Goodland 
Charles E. Strange, Wichita 


