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The Master Teacher Awards 

Established by Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, in 
1954, the Kansas Master Teacher Awards are presented annually 
to seven teachers who have served the profession long and well 
and who typify the good qualities of the vast corps of earnest 
and conscientious teachers. Candidates for the Awards are sug­
gested by local teacher associations. A committee reviews all 
nominations and selects seven teachers to receive the Awards. 

The Selection Committee for 1961 was composed of Mrs. 
R. W. Scoville, President of the Kansas Congress of Parents and 
Teachers; Dr. Eleanor Hoag, President of the Kansas Divi­
sion of the American Association of University Women; F . L. 
Schlagle, Superintendent of Schools in Kansas City, Kansas; 
Adel Throckmorton, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
and C. 0. Wright, Executive Secretary of the Kansas State 
Teachers Association. 

A committee of faculty members at Kansas State Teachers 
College, Emporia, is in charge of local arrangements. This com­
mittee includes Dr. Kathryn Whitten, Dr. Nathan P. Budd, Dr. 
Howard Bellows, Dr. Everett Rich, and Dr. Alex A. Daughtq. 
Miss Helen Bishop is in charge of the Award dinner, and the 
Department of Art plans and provides dinner decorations. 
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KANSAS MASTER TEACHER AW ARD 

1961 

TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 1961 
THE KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

EMPORIA, KANSAS 

PROGRAM 

President John E. King, Presiding 

9:30 a.m. All-school Convocation, Albert Taylor Hall 
Presentation of 1961 Master Teachers 
Address by Dr. Harold Taylor 

2:30 p.m. Open Forum for Teacher Education Students 
Panel including the Master Teachers, Dr. Taylor, 
and W. M. Richards, Moderator 
Butcher Children's School 

3:30 p.m. Reception for Master Teachers 
Students, faculty, and visitors are invited guests of 
the Student National Education Association and 
Kappa Delta Pi, Butcher Children's School 

6:30 p.m. Master Teacher Award Dinner 
Colonial Ballroom, Student Union Building 
Special Music, K.S.T.C. Treble Clef, 
directed by Rosamond Hirschorn 
Presentation of Awards by Dr. William A. Black, 
Head, Department of Education and Psychology, 
Kansas State College of Pittsburg 

----- -



Miss Reba Anderson 

Reba Anderson has taught English in the 
Hutchinson schools since 1945, first in the 
high school, and then in the junior college. 
Born in Amorita, Oklahoma, she graduated 
from high school in Alva, Oklahoma, and at­
tended Northwestern State College there, 
receiving the baccalaureate degree in 1937. 
Before going to Hutchinson, she taught Eng­
lish in the Alva junior high school and 
Northwestern State College, Alva. She re­
ceived the Master of Arts degree from 
George Peabody College, Nashville, Ten­
nessee, in 1939. She has done further graduate study at the University of 
Oklahoma and Kansas State University . 

Miss Anderson is active in many organizations including the Hutch­
inson English Council, Delta Kappa Gamma, the League of \i\Tomen Vot­
ers, and Delta Zeta sorority. She is well known in professional circles as a 
speaker and panelist. In 1958, she was awarded life membership in the 
Kansas Congress of Parents and Teachers. 

In 1958 and 1959, Miss Anderson was on leave of absence from her 
teaching duties to serve as President of the Kansas State Teachers Associ­
ation , and as a member of the KST A staff. She was a delegate to the World 
Confederation of the Teaching Profession in Rome, in 1958, and in Wash­
ington, D.C. , in 1959. She is, at present, president of the Hutchinson 
Teachers Association. 

Mr. Larry Ling 

Larry Ling has spent twenty-two of his 
thirty-one years of teaching, in the Liberal 
high school , where he teaches chemistry and 
physics. Born in Jetmore, he graduated from 
the Hodgeman County high school, and took 
his bachelor's degree at Southwestern Col­
lege in Winfield. He received the Master of 
Arts degree from Colorado State College of 
Education in Greeley. This summer, he will 
complete work for a second master's degree 
in the natural sciences at the University of 
Wyoming. 

In 1956, Mr. Ling was selected to participate in one of the original 
summer institutes for high school and college physics teachers at Laramie, 
Wyoming. He was one of four Kansas teachers, selected in 1957, to par­
ticipate in the experimental program of the National Science Foundation, 
to grant stipends for research by high school science teachers in summer 
institutes. 

Mr. Ling is a member of the National Science Teachers Association, 
the National Education Associa tion, and the Kansas State Teachers Asso­
ciation . He is a past president of the Liberal Education Association. 
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Mr. George Dix Caldwell 

Born in Morris, Illinois, George Dix Cald­
well graduated from high school in Warrens­
burg, Missouri, and took his bachelor's de­
gree from the Central Missouri State Teach­
ers College. From 1917 until 1919, he 
taught in the junior department of the 
Wentworth Military Academy in Lexington, 
Missouri. In 1920, he came to Neodesha, 
Kansas, as a coach and physical science 
teacher, beginning a long career in public 
education in Kansas. Later, he became prin­
cipal of Neodesha High School, and finally , 
the Superintendent of the Neodesha school 
system. He joined the Iola school system in 1948, where he still serves as 
counselor and physics teacher. 

Mr. Caldwell has done graduate work at the University of Illinois, 
Kansas State College of Pittsburg, Colorado State College of Education, 
and holds the Master of Arts degree from Teachers College, Columbia 
University. 

When he saw the need for a guidance program to assist high school 
students, Mr. Caldwell took the task. He established the guidance and 
testing program in Iola, and served for two years as president of the South­
east Kansas Guidance Association. 

Mr. Caldwell has worked with the Boy Scouts of America for twenty­
five years. In 1943, he was granted the Silver Beaver Award, the highest 
award in Scouting. 

Miss Lydia Haag 

Born in Holton, Kansas, Lydia Haag has 
spent her entire professional career in the 
schools of Kansas. Her early years were 
spent on a farm near Holton. After gradua­
tion from Holton High School, she attended 
Kansas State University, receiving the 
Bachelor of Science degree there in 1927. 
Except for time to fulfill requirements for 
the Master of Science degree, also at Kansas 
State University, she spent the next years 
teaching social studies and mathematics at 
Mayetta, White Cloud, and Hiawatha. In 
1937, she joined the faculty of the senior high school at Dodge City, Kan­
sas, where she teaches American Government, and is Attendance Director. 

Miss Haag has served as president and secretary of the Dodge City 
Educators Council, and as president of the Business and Professional 
Women's Club . She is active in professional clubs, and in organizations of 
the Methodist Church. 

Articles written by Miss Haag have been published in Successful De­
vices in Teaching about American Problems, Kansas Business Women, and 
in the Kansas Co·uncilor, a social studies bulletin. 



Miss Jane E. Raether 

As a child, Jane Roeth er lived with her 
parents on a farm, located on what later be­
came part of the Fort Riley Military Reser­
vation. Her early education was in a one­
room rural school. She attended high school 
in Junction City, where she took normal 
training, and graduated with a certificate to 
teach . 

At seventeen, Miss Raether began teach­
ing at High Point School in Geary County. 
For the next twenty-one years, she taught at 
rural schools in the county: High Point 
School, Briggs School, Morris School, and 
Rubin School. 

In 1941, Jane Raether became Superintendent of Public Instruction 
in Geary County, and ten times she has been re-elected to that office. 
While in office, she did extension work from Kansas State Teachers Col­
lege of Emporia, and attended summer school here. In August of 1958, she 
received the Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from Kansas 
State University. 

She is active in church and professional organizations, and this year 
was elected president of the County Superintendents' Association of the 
State of Kansas. 

Miss Dorothy McPherson 

Dorothy McPherson has had a double im­
pact on education in Coffeyville. As super­
visor of Elementary Education for the Cof­
feyville school system, she has been instru­
mental i_n bringing the best in educational 
techniques to the classroom, and as a teach­
er of education in the junior college, she has 
started many young people on the way to 
successful careers in teaching. 

Miss McPherson was born in Chetopa. 
After graduation from high school there, she 
attended Kansas State College of Pittsburg, 
where she received the Bachelor of Science degree in 1916. From that 
time, she has taught in the public schools of Kansas. During summers, she 
has done ·graduate work at Columbia University, where she received the 
Master of Arts degree, at the University of Wisconsin, New York Univer­
sity, and the University of Kansas. She taught at Kansas State College of 
Pittsburg during seven summer sessions. 

In addition to these activities, Miss McPherson has been active in 
many professional and other organizations. She is a former president of the 
Kansas Association of Supervisors, state president of Delta Kappa Gamma, 
president of the Altrusa Club, and former state and local vice-president of 
the American Association of University Women. For five years, she served 
as a member of the Executive Board of the National Association of Super­
visors of NEA. She is listed in Who's Who Among American Women. 
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Miss Ruth Socolofsky 
The daughter of a Baptist minister, Ruth 

Socolofsky was born in Higginsville, Mis­
souri. She attended school in Missouri, Wis­
consin, and Nebraska. After graduation from 
the Creston, Nebraska, High School, she at­
tended Kansas State Teachers College of 
Emporia. She took her B.S. degree from 
Southwestern State College in Weatherford, 
Oklahoma, and the M.S. degree at the Uni­
versity of Wisconsin. 

Miss Socolofsky is both an artist and an 
elementary teacher. As elementary art sup­
ervisor of the Manhattan Public Schools, she has been able to make her art 
program meaningful and enjoyable for the pupils, and to integrate it with 
the rest of the instructional program. She has supervised art exhibits in the 
elementary schools of Manhattan, in which each child has had at least one 
piece of work. She has been active in the K.S.T.A., and has conducted art 
workshops for the teachers in attendance at the Riley-Geary County Insti­
tutes for three different years. 

Besides serving her church in many capacities, Miss Socolofsky has 
devoted much time to the Manhattan Public Library, arranging book dis­
plays, and taking her turn in being the story teller for the "Children's 
Hour." Her leisure time hobby is sewing-designing dresses and hats. But 
when the weather is good, Miss Socolofsky is out with her easel and paints, 
recording some impressions of her surroundings. 



Master Teachers of Former Years 

1954 
Laura M. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H. Brown, Peabody 
Lucy Headrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1955 

Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Wichita 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Marysville 
M. F. Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence 

1957 

Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P. Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Hays 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1959 

Henrietta A. Courtwright, 
Arkansas City 

Nettie May Davis, Winchester 
Paul R. Dick, Oakley 
Ethlvn Hamlin, Fort Scott 
Rob~rt H. Pool, Larned 
D. Ruth Thompson, Sterling 
Jane Townsend, Girard 

1956 

Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M . Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H. Dresher, McPherson 
John E. Humphreys, Ashland 
Mamie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1958 

Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
Myrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D . Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie M. Miller, Emporia 
Elsie N. Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson, Marion 

1960 

Eula Bridger, Kansas City 
Mary Louise Gritten, Bird City 
Lena Carl, Holcomb 
Owen E. Hodgson, Salina 
Opal Jayne Kennedy, Lawrence 
Pauline Shockey, Wellington 
Blanch Smith, Pittsburg 




