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The Master Teacher Award 

Established by Kansas State Teachers Cotlege, Emporia, 
in 1954, the Kansas Master Teacher Awards are presented 
annually to seven teachers who have served the profession 
long and well and who typify the good qualities of the vast 
corps of earnest and conscientious teachers. Candidates for 
the A wards are suggested by local teacher associations and 
school faculties. A committee reviews all nominations and 
selects seven teachers to receive the Awards. 

The Selection Committee for 1967 was composed of Mrs. 
Verne Converse, President of the Kansas Congress of Parents 
and Teachers, Miss Leona Krehbiel, President, Kansas Divi
sion, American Association of University Women; F. L. 
Schlagle, Superintendent-emeritus, Kansas City, Kansas ; 
W. C. Kampschroeder, State Superintendent of Public Instrnc
tion; C. 0 . Wright, Secretary-emeritus of the Kansas State 
Teachers Association; Glenn A. Weir, Past President, Kansas 
Association of School Boards, and Melvin E. Neely, Executive 
Secretary, Kansas State Teachers Association. 

A committee of faculty members at Kansas State Teach
ers College, Emporia, is in charge of local arrangements. 
This committee includes Dr. Kathryn Whitten, Dr. Nathan 
P. Budd, Dr. Robert McAdoo, Mr. Tom Ladwig, Dr. Everett 
Rich, and Dr. Alex A. Daughtry. Miss Helen Bishop is in 
charge of the Award dinner. 
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KANSAS MASTER TEACHER AW ARD 

1967 

TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 1967 

THE KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

EMPORIA, KANSAS 

PROGRAM 

9:30 a.m. All-College Convocation, Albert Taylor Hall 
Presentation of 1S67 Master Teachers by 
John E. Visser, President, Kansas State Teachers College 

Address by Robert N. Bush, Professor of Education, 

Stanford University 

2:30 p.m. Open Forum for Teacher Education Students, Butcher 

Children's School 

Panel including the Master Teachers with 
Robert McAdoo, K. S. T. C., Moderator 

3:20 p .m. RP-ception for Master Teachers, Butcher Children's School 

Students, faculty, and visitors are guests of the Student 

NEA-KSTA 

6:30 p.m. Master Teacher Award Dinner, Colonial Ballroom, Student 

Union Building 
Toastmaster, A. Truman Hayes, K. S. T. C. 

Special Music, K. S. T. C. Men's Chorale, directed by 

Charles Schaefer 

Address by Joseph R. Laughlin, President, The College 

of Emporia 

Presentation of Awards to Master Teachers, 
President Visser and President Laughlin 
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Dr. John W. Breukelman 
An excellent researcher and writer as well 

as an inspiring teacher, Dr. John W. Breukel
man has been a member of the faculty of 
Kansas State Teachers College since 1929. 
His contribution to education in the State of 
Kansas during those years has been exceptional. 

It is generally agreed that Dr. Breukel
man is responsible for the education and 
training of more biology teachers for Kansas 
than any other single individual. In addition, 
his work as a writer of biological and science 
education materials has earned him an enviable 
reputation. He has written more than fifty
five articles, published in a variety of scientific 
and professional journals. In 1954 he estab
lished the Kansas School Naturalist, editing 
every issue and writing many of them. 

During his tenure at K.S.T .C., Dr. Breukel
man has served as Head of the Department of Biology and Acting Director 
of the Graduate School. He holds the permanent rank of Professor of Biology. 
During 1964-65 he was a Fulbright Lecturer on B.S.C.S. curriculum materials 
and taught in Amsterdam in the Netherlands. In August, 1966, he taught 
the same program at Escuela Normal Superior in El Salvador. Dr. Breukelman 
is fluent in both Dutch and Spanish . 

An active member and strong supporter of the Kansas Academy of 
Science, he was elected President of the Academy in 1945. In October, 1965, 
he was elected an honorary member of the National Association of Biology 
Teachers, one of ten biologists who have been rn honored in the history of 
the Association. 

Dr. Breukelman received the Bachelor of Arts degree at Yankton College, 
Yankton, South Dakota, in 1923, and the Doctor of Philosophy degree at the 
University of Iowa in 1929. 

Cecil E. Smith 
Teacher, coach, supervisor, principal, dean 

- Cecil E. Smith has served in all of these 
capacities. During his professional career, 
which began in a one-room rural grade school 
in Wilson County in 1923, he has taught stu
dents from grade one through the graduate 
level in college. 

Mr. Smith has been Director of Elemen
tary Education in the Pittsburg public schools 
since 196]. From 1948 to 1960 he served as 
principal of the Lakeside Elementary and 
Junior High School in Pittsburg. Before com
ing to Pittsburg, Mr. Smith was the high 
school principal at Pratt from 1944 to 1947, a 
teacher and assistant dean at Pratt Junior 
College from 1939 to 1943, the director of 
research and publicity at Garden City Junior 
College from 1932 to 1938, and social studies 

teacher in the Garden City secondary schools from 1928 to 1931. He has 
taught during several summer sessions at Fort Hays and Pittsburg State 
Colleges. 

After graduating from Kansas State Teachers College with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in 1928, Mr. Smith earned the Master of Arts degree at Ohio 
State University in 1931. He has done advanced graduate work at George 
Peabody College, Kansas University, Denver University, and K.S.C ., Pittsburg. 

Mr. Smith is past-president of the Finney County Teachers Association, 
Pratt County Teachers Association, Pittsburg City Teachers Association, and 
the Kiwanis Club. 
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Mrs. Perva M. Hughes 
Mrs. Perva M. Hughes has achieved dist

inguished stature both as a professional edu
cator and as a civic leader. Her friends ex
press amazement at her vast energy, and 
deep admiration for her outstanding and varied 
accomplishments in Kansas education and com
munity affairs. 

For the past thirty-one years, Mrs. Hughes 
has been on the staff at Kansas State College, 
Pittsburg. She began as an elementary super
visor in the Horace Mann Laboratory School 
in 1936, accepted an appointment on the col
lege level in 1956, and now supervises ele
mentary student teachers and teaches educa
tion classes. She attained the rank of Pro
fessor in 1957. 

Mrs. Hughes grew up in Pittsburg, grad
uated from high school there, and then en

rolled at Kansas State College, where she received a degree in 1919. Later 
she received the master's degree at K.S.C. , and since then has earned nearly 
eighty hours of advanced graduate credit at four major universities. 

She began her teaching career in 1920 in the Salina public schools, where 
she was employed as an elementary teacher for two years. Left a widow 
with two small children in 1934, Mrs. Hughes returned to Pittsburg and, 
before joining the Kansas State College faculty, taught in the public schools 
there for one year. 

Outside the classroom, Mrs. Hughes has been active in numerous pro
fessional and civic organizations. A community project that is very dear to 
her and one that has consumed much of her extra effort is the group-care home 
for neglected children, Elm Acres, jn the Pittsburg area. She has been on 
the Board of Directors of that agency for a number of years and is currently 
serving as secretary to the Board. 

Miss Jean Jones 
According to her superintendent, trying to 

keep Miss Jean Jones' Spanish classes from 
being overcrowded poses an administrative 
problem. Such a problem and such a teacher 
superintendents welcome. 

Miss Jones is head of the Foreign Lan
guages Department as well as a teacher of 
Spanish at Washburn Rural High School in 
Topeka. She has been teaching for twenty
seven years, all but three of which have been 
at \Nashburn Rural. She began her teaching 
career in 1940 at Dover High School, where 
she taught music and English for three years. 

Born and reared in Ottawa, Miss Jones 
enrolled at Kansas State Teachers College after 
graduating .from high school and received the 
Bachelor of Science in Music degree at K.S.T.C. 
in 1940. She received the Master of Arts 

degree in Spanish at the University of Kansas in 1954. In addition to her 
work at Kansas State Teachers College and the University of Kansas, Miss 
Jones has studied at the University of Georgia and Washburn University and 
has traveled extensively in Mexico. 

Miss Jones has been a delegate to the NEA convention three times; has 
been vice president of the Topeka Section of K.S .T.A.; has held offices, in
cluding that of president, in Delta Kappa Gamma; has served as president 
of the Kansas Chapter of the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and 
Portuguese, and as treasurer of the Kansas lvlodern Language Association. A 
talented musician, she devotes much of her "spare" time to the Potwin 
Presbyterian Church choir in Topeka. 
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Mrs. Winifred Jennings 
"To Mrs. Jennings there is no such thing 

as a 'problem child.' Some children just pre
sent a greater challenge than others. Without 
exception she always manages to win their 
hearts , and she inspires them to learn." This 
statement is representative of the many sub
mitted by those who nominated Mrs. Winifred 
Jennings for recognition as a Master Teacher. 

Mrs. Jennings' professional career spans 
thirty years and contains two stages. She 
taught in the elementary schools of Kansas 
City, Missouri, from 1937 through 1942. . Mar
ried in 1941, she withdrew from teachmg a 
year later to raise a family. 

Nine years later, in 1951, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jennings and their two children moved to 
Johnson County in Kansas. Mrs. Jennings 

L returned to teaching at that time. She taught 
the third, fourth , and fifth grades in Antioch District until 1954, then moved 
to Shawnee District, where she presently teaches. 

Since receiving a baccalaureate degree at the University of Kansas in 
1929, Mrs. Jennings has earned graduate credit at K.U., the University of 
Colorado Kansas State Teachers College, and U.M .K.C., Kansas City. 

Mrs.' Jennings has served the Shawnee Teachers Association as president, 
and in various other elective offices and committee chairmanships. She is 
at present chairman of the Professional Employment Practices Committee. 
For several years she has been a member of the Kansas State Teachers Associa
tion Professional Employment Practices Committee, and has served as leader 
at many Drive-In Conferences, Little Zone Schools, and KSTA Workshops. 

Miss Lois Hogue 
Dedication, in its purest sense, is a term 

that must be emphasized in any sketch of Miss 
Lois Rogue's life and work. Her work has 
been, of course, teaching, forty-one years of it, 
and it has gained her the esteem that only 
Master Teachers realize . 

Miss Hogue was born in Denton, Texas, to 
parents who themselves were teachers. The 
family later moved to Kansas City and then to 
Pratt, where Miss Hogue graduated from 
County High School with honors in 1920. One 
year later she enrolled at Ottawa University 
and achieved scholastic honors there. She 
earned the bachelor's degree at Ottawa Uni
versity in 1925. In 1937 she received the 
master's degree in English at the University 
of Colorado. 

Since 1925, when she began her teaching 
career in the rural grade school at Sand Creek, Miss Hogue has been away 
from teaching only during summer vacations. Eight of these she has spent 
in graduate study. From Sand Creek Grade School she moved in 1926 to 
Isabel High School, where she taught English and history. In 1928 she 
began teaching in Cheney High School, and in 1930 in the high school 
at Plains. Since 1931 Miss Hogue has been teaching English and social studies 
in the Pratt secondary schools. 

Former students with whom she has worked, in the classroom and in 
Y-Teens and in youth activities in the First Baptist Church, have been 
deeply influenced by her teaching. Representative of the comments that 
many of Miss Rogue's former students have submitted is this one: "Because 
of her determination, enthusiasm and encouragement, I am what I am today 
and am thankful that I was one of her pupils." 
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Dr. Adel F. T hrockmorton 
In recognition of his long and effective 

service in Kansas education, the Selection Com
mittee recommended that a special Master 
Teacher Award for 1967 be presented to Adel 
F. Throckmorton, who retired in 1966 after 
seventeen years as State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction . 

Dr. Throckmorton's teaching career began 
more than half a century ago in a rural school 
in Sumner county. After two years in this as
signment, he decided to continue his own 
formal education at Southwestern College, 
where he earned a baccalaureate degree in 
1920. He received the master's degree from 
the University of Kansas and holds honorary 
doctorates from Southwestern and Baker. 

After serving as teacher, coach, and ad
ministrator in Sedgwick, Little River, and Val

ley Center, Dr. Throckmorton became editor and publisher of the Clearwater 
News in 1932. In 1939 he was elected County Superintendent of Schools in 
Sedgwick county, a position he held for ten years, and one he relinquished 
to become State Superintendent in 1949. 

Anyone who is ·at all familiar with Kansas education is aware of the 
tremendous change which took place in the public schools of the state between 
1949 and 1966. Adel Throckmorton played a key role in instigating and 
implementing most of those changes. 

A member of numerous professional organizations, Dr. Throckmorton 
has served as an officer in many of them. In addition, he has been active in 
many non-professional organiza tions, such as the YMCA, American Legion, and 
Optimist Club. 

Miss Florence Miller 
"Miss Miller's kindergarten" in Jefferson 

School in Iola has a tradition of excellence. 
At the heart of this tradition is Miss Florence 
Miller, who sees each youngster whom she 
teaches as someone special. 

Miss Miller has been teaching kindergarten 
in the Iola school system for twenty-one years; 
however, her teaching career dates back to 
1922 when she began teaching the first and 
second grades in Moran. She remained at 
Moran until 1937. 

After conducting a private nursery in 
Iola for three years and teaching in a nursery 
in Kansas City, Miss Miller enlisted in the 
Women's Army Corps of the United States 
Army, serving from 1942 to 1945. It was after 
her discharge from the W .A.C. that Miss Miller 
began teaching in Iola. 

Miss Miller has earned her two college degrees entirely by summer ses
sion attendance. She began her college work at Kansas State College, Pitts
burg, in the summer of 1922. She attended Kansas State University, Manhat
tan, during one summer session and studied at Kansas State Teachers College 
during tl1e summer months of 1927, 1930, and 1934. Miss Miller received 
ilie bachelor's degree from Pittsburg State in 1950, and the master's degree in 
1954. She spent a total of sixteen summers, twelve of tl1em at Pittsburg 
State, working toward her degrees. 

She is an active member of the Iola City Teachers Association, the Allen 
County Teachers Association, Kansas State Teachers Association, and the 
National Education. Miss Miller is also a member of the First Christian 
Church, Delta Kappa Gamma, and the Kindergarten F air Association, 



Master Teachers Of Former Years 

1954 
Laura M. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H. Brown, Peabody 
Lucy H eadrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1956 
Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M. Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H . Dresher, McPherson 
John E . Humphreys, Ashland 
Mamie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1958 
Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
Myrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D. Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie M. Miller, Emporia 
Elsie N. Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson, Marion 

1960 
Eula Bridger, Kansas City 
Mary Louise Gritten, Bird City 
Lena Carl, Garden City 
Owen E. Hodgson, Salina 
Opal Jayne Kennedy, Lawrence 
Pauline Shockey, Derby 
Blanch Smith, Pittsburg 
C. 0. Wright, Topeka 

1962 
William A. Black, Pittsburg 
Eunice McGill, Sterling 
Nellie McGuinn, Kansas City 
Owen R. McNeil, Peabody 
Ella C. Shearer, Hays 
Marie Therkelsen, Independence 
William D. Wolfe, Lawrence 

1964 
Dan Foster, LaCrosse 
Mary Hunholz, Manhattan 
Erdman Johnson, Turner 
Loma Mack, Madison 
Bernadine Sitts, Garden City 
Lillie Elizabeth Studt, Glasco 
D ewey E. Wolgast, Marysville 

1966 

1955 
Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Lawrence 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Wichita 
M. F. Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence 

1957 
Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P . Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Hays 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1959 
Henrietta A. Courtwright, 

Arkansas City 
Nettie May Davis, Winchester 
Paul R. Dick, Topeka 
Ethlyn Hamlin, Fort Scott 
Robert H. Pool, Larned 
D. Ruth Thompson, Sterling 
Jane Townsend, Girard 

1961 
Reba Anderson, Hutchinson 
George D . Caldwell , Iola 
Lydia Haag, Holton 
Larry Ling, Liberal 
Dorothy McPherson, Chetopa 
Jane E. Roether, Junction City 
Ruth Socolofsky, Manhattan 

1963 
May Gruver, Augusta 
Alta Hendrickson, Oakley 
Walter M. Ostenberg, Salina 
Pearl Peterie, Kinsley 
Phebe Scott, Derby 
Martha Steele, Goodland 
Charles E. Strange, Wichita 

1965 
Rebecca L . Bloodworth, Kansas City 
Bryce H. Gleckler, Dodge City 
Mabel Lacey, Gorham 
Hazel Lee Simmons, Lawrence 
Floyd C. Smith, Iola 
Dorothy L. Vaughn, IndependencE 
Ethel Yantis, Howard 

Eva M. Chalfant, El Dorado 
Louis A. Coppoc, Belpre 
Helen Glaser, Coffeyville 
Evelyn Harper, Atchison 
Maurice Little, Goodland 
Ione Ramey, Olathe 
Wesley E. Simpson, Salina 


