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The Master Teacher Awards 

Established by Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, in 
1954, the Kansas Master Teacher Awards are presented an
nually to seven teachers who have served the profession long 
and well and who typify the good qualities of the vast corps 
of e:1rnest and conscientious teachers. Candidates for the 
Awards are suggested by local teacher associations and school 
faculties. A committee reviews all nominations and selects 
seven teachers to receive the Awards. 

The Selection Committee for 1963 was composed of Mrs. 
R. W. Scoville, President of the Kansas Congress of Parents 
and Teachers; Mrs. Randall C. Hill, President, Kansas Divi
sion, American Association of University Women; F. L. 
Schlagle, Superintendent-Emeritus, Kansas City, Kansas; 
Adel Throckmorton, State Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion, and C. 0. Wright, Executive Secretary of the Kansas 
State Teachers Association. 

A committee of faculty members at Kansas State Teachers 
College, Emporia, is in charge of local arrangements. This 
committee includes Dr. Kathryn Whitten, Dr. Nathan P. 
Budd, Dr. Howard Bellows, Dr. Everett Rich, and Dr. Alex 
A. Daughtry. Miss Helen Bishop is in charge of the Award 
dinner. The Department of Art plans and provides dinner 
decorations. 
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KANSAS MASTER TEACHER AW ARD 

1963 

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 1963 

THE KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 
EMPORIA, KANSAS 

PROGRAM 

President John E. King, Presiding 

9:30 a.m. All-college Convocation, Albert Taylor Hall 
Presentation of 1963 Master Teachers 
Address by Dr. Marion E. Shea, 
President, Paterson State College, 
Wayne, New Jersey 

2:30 p.m. Open Forum for Teacher Education Students 
Panel including the Master Teachers, Dr. Shea, 
and Robert E. McAdoo, Moderator 
Butcher Children's School 

3:30 p.m. Reception for Master Teachers 
Students, faculty, and visitors are guests of 
the Student National Education Association and 
Kappa Delta Pi, Butcher Children's School 

6 :30 p.m. Master Teacher Award Dinner 
Colonial Ballroom, Student Union Building 
Special Music, Men's Chorale, directed by 
Charles Schaefer 

Presentation of Awards by Adel Throckmorton, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 



Miss May Gruver 
May Gruver has been teaching boys and 

girls of Augusta since 1931, when she gradu
ated from Northwestern University. Currently 
she is teaching world and American history in 
Augusta High School, but she has been junior 
high principal and has taught English and so
cial studies at the junior high school level. 
Furthermore, she was a member of the Augusta 
Board of Education during a three-year period 
in the 1940's when illness in her family made 
it impossible for her to teach. 

Miss Gruver is active in local, state, and 
national professional associations. She has been 
president of the Augusta Teachers Association 
and a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Kansas State Teachers Association. She is also 
a member of the National Council for the Social Studies. 

Her activities are not confined to education, however; she served on the 
Augusta library board for ten years , taught the Women's Bible Class of the 
Methodist Church, and was president of the Business and Professional Wo
men's Club. 

In addition to her baccalaureate degree from Northwestern, she holds 
the master's degree from Teachers College, Columbia, and has done further 
graduate study at the University of Wyoming and University of Wichita. 

Miss Alta Hendrickson 
Alta Hendrickson, principal of the elemen

tary school at Oakley, began her teaching 
career in the rural schools of Hodgeman 
County. After eleven years of teaching, she be
came county superintendent, an office which 
she held for eight years. 

Miss Hendrickson moved to Oakley in 1941 
as a special reading teacher. She served as 
principal of both the elementary and junior 
high schools from 1943 to 1955, and has been 
in her present assignment since 1955. 

Although she holds the bachelor's degree 
from Kansas State College, Pittsburg, and the 
master's from Colorado State College at Gree
ley, Miss Hendrickson has not discontinued 
formal study-she is working toward the degree, 
Specialist in Education, at Fort Hays State College. She has taken course work 
toward that degree during the last four summer sessions. 

Miss Hendrickson is currently president of the local teachers association 
in Oakley. She is a member of the Kansas State Teachers Association and the 
National Education Association. 

One of her colleagues had this to say about Miss Hendrickson: "She has 
all of the qualifications necessary for a top-notch teacher. She is alert, active, 
quick, very intelligent, understanding, and has a marvelous sense of humor. 
Her amazing supply of energy often shames those who are several years 
younger. In appearance she is every inch the school administrator-rather tall, 
straight, with a kindly face and gentle eyes that usually carry a twinkle." 
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Mrs. Phebe Scott 
For the past nine years, Phebe Scott has 

taught in the elementary grades of the Derby 
Public Schools . Her present assignment is sixth 
grade teacher at the Oaklawn School, one of 
the six elementary schools in Derby. 

Mrs. Scott started her teaching career in the 
rural schools of Ness County. Before moving to 
Derby, she taught at Arnold, Brownell, La
Crosse, Englewood, and the Beechwood School 
in Sedgwick County. 

Her first college work was done at Fort 
Hays, but she holds the baccalaureate degree 
from Friends University. She has done graduate 
study at Kansas State Teachers College, Em
poria, and at Kansas State University, Man
hattan. 

Mrs. Scott was selected as the candidate to represent her local association 
"not only because of her fine reputation as a classroom teacher but also for 
the excellent contributions that she has made over the years to the Derby 
Education Association, Kansas State Teachers Association, and the teaching 
profession in general." She is a past-president of the Derby Education Associ
ation. 

TNe superintendent of the Derby Schools has said that Mrs. Scott "is out
standing in many respects. Her inspirational classroom atmosphere is, beyond 
question, one of the keys to her tremendous success. Children love to work 
for Mrs . Scott and in the process acquire a lasting love for learning." 

Mrs. Martha Steele 

As County Superintendent of Schools in 
Sherman County since 1941, Mrs. Martha 
Steele has had a tremendous influence on the 
education of hundreds of Western Kansas boys 
and girls. This is an area of the state Mrs. 
Steele knows very well; she was born in 
Cheyenne County and has lived all her life in 
Sherman County. 

After teaching rural schools in the county for 
several years, Mrs. Steele submitted herself as 
a candidate for the office of County Superin
tendent. She was elected in the fall of 1940 
and has held the office since that time. 

Mrs. Steele has attended Trenton Junior 
College, Fort Hays State College, and Denver 
University. She has been active in several professional organizations, including 
the Sherman County Teachers Association, the Kansas State Teac~ers Associ
ation, and the National Education Association. She has served as president of 
the county association on two occasions, and is a member of the legislative 
committee of the KST A. 

During the past year, Mrs. Steele has been president of the Kansas County 
Teachers Association. She has been called " the most outstanding county 
superintendent in the state of Kansas." 



Miss Pearl Peterie 
Pearl Peterie, teacher of English, Latin, and 

journalism at Kinsley High School, was born in 
Edwards County and has devoted her life to 
teaching the boys and girls of that county. 
With the exception of one year when she 
taught in Kiowa, she has held a teaching as
signment in Edwards County continuously since 
1924. 

Miss Peterie obtained her education "the 
hard way." She started teaching on a normal 
training certificate immediately after she grad
u ::ited from high school, so she had to earn a 
college degree through summer sessions, cor
respondence and extension courses. In 1936 
she was awarded a baccalaureate degree by 
Fort Hays State College; in 1959 she received 
the master's degree from the same institution, having written a thesis · on the 
spirit of patriotism in Stephen Vincent Benet's poetry. 

Although her chief interest has been her own classroom, Miss Peterie 
has not neglected professional and civic responsibilities. She has served as 
president of the Kinsley Teachers Association and of the Kinsley Library 
Board. She is active in th~ Methodist Church and the PEO. 

Among the many l,etters of recommendation received by the Selection 
Committee concerning M~s Peterie was one from the president of the Kinsley 
High School Student Council. It contained this statement: "We feel very 
fortunate to have Miss Peterie as our teacher. We find her strict, yet fair; 
serious, yet with a keen sense of humor, and interested in our daily progress 
as well as our future welfare and ultimate achievement. Her many years of 
experience have served to sharpen her enthusiasm for helping youth, and she 
is ever available for the help and encouragement we seek." 

Walter M. Ostenberg 
As superintendent of the Salina City Schools, 

W. M. Ostenberg is responsible for the educa
tion of more than 10,000 boys and girls. This 
is more than twice the number enrolled in the 
Salina schools when he went to that community 
in 1950. To meet their growing needs, he has 
planned and supervised the construction of 
buildings costing more than $7,000,000. 

"Ostie," as he is known by thousands of 
Kansas teachers and administrators, was born 
in McPherson County. He graduated from 
Bethany College. His first teaching assignment 
was at Eureka, where he taught English, 
speech, and journalism-and where his high 
school debate team won the state tournament. 
He became principal of the high school, then 
superintendent of schools in Eureka. In 1937 he was appointed Dean of 
the Coffeyville Junior College, and in 1942, Superintendent of Schools in 
Coffeyville. He remained in that assignment until he moved to Salina in 1950. 

Mr. Ostenberg holds the master's degree from Colorado State College at 
Greeley, and has done additional graduate study at the University of Kansas, 
Colorado, and Stanford. 
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Active in many professional and c1v1c organizations, Mr. Ostenberg has 
held nearly every important office in the Kansas State Teachers Association at 
one time or another. For more than twenty-five years he has been a member 
of the legislative committee of the KST A. He has been president of the 
Chamber of Commerce in both Salina and Coffeyville. 

Mr. Ostenberg is much in demand as a speaker. He is regarded as an 
"ambassador of good will" for public schools; because of his keen wit and 
sense of humor, he is extremely effective at getting education's message to 
lay groups. 

Charles Edward Strange 
C. E. Strange, principal of Wichita High 

School North, was born on a farm near Blue 
Rapids, Kansas . He walked a mile to the rural 
school he attended through eight grades, then 
walked five miles into Blue Rapids to get his 
high ~chool education. His college degree was 
earned by summer attendance at Kansas State 
Teachers College, Emporia. 

Mr. Strange began his teaching career as 
principal and teacher of the upper grades at 
Lillis in 1919-20. During the next several 
years he taught at Glen Elder and Downs, then 
was appointed principal of the junior high 
school at Augusta. From Augusta he moved 
to Wichita, where he served as an elementary 
and junior high school principal before moving to his present assignment in 
1946. 

Always interested in professional activities, Mr. Strange served as presi
dent of the Wichita City Teachers Association in 1936. H e belongs to the 
KSTA and NEA, as well as such groups as the Association of Secondary 
School Principals, and has been active in the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. For eighteen years he has served on the 
committee on accreditation for the North Central. 

Mr. Strange holds the master's degree from the University of Chicago 
and has done considerable graduate study beyond the master's, at Chicago and 
the University of Colorado. 

According to one of his colleagues, one of Mr. Strange's outstanding 
characteristics "is his humaneness . Every teacher and every pupil at North 
will testify that he feels that, in Mr. Strange's eyes and heart, he is an individ
ual with a special and important role to play in the welfare of the school. 
From this comes the esprit de corps for which Wichita High School North 
is well known." 



Master Teachers of Former Years 

1954 

Laura M. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H. Brown, Peabody 
Lucy Headrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1955 

Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Wichita 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Marysville 
M. F. Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence 

1956 

Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M. Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H. Dresher, McPherson 
John E . Humphreys, Ashland 
Mamie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1957 

Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P. Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Hays 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1958 

Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
Myrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D. Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie M. Miller, Emporia 
Elsie N. Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson, Marion 

1959 

Henrietta A. Courtwright, 
Arkansas City 

Nettie May Davis, Winchester 
Paul R. Dick, Oakley 
Ethlyn Hamlin, Fort Scott 
Robert H . Pool, Larned 
D . Ruth Thompson, Sterling 
Jane Townsend, Girard 

1960 

Eula Bridger, Kansas City 
Mary Louise Gritten, Bird City 
Lena Carl, Holcomb 
Owen E . Hodgson, Salina 
Opal Jayne Kennedy, Lawrence 
Pauline Shockey, Wellington 
Blanch Smith, Pittsburg 

1961 

Reba Anderson, Hutchinson 
George D. Caldwell, Iola 
Lydia Haag, Holton 
Larry Ling, Liberal 
Dorothy McPherson, Coffeyville 
Jane E . Raether, Junction City 
Ruth Socolofsky, Manhattan 

1962 

William A. Black, Pittsburg 
Eunice McGill, Sterling 
Nellie McGuinn, Kansas City 
Owen R. McNeil, Peabody 
Ella C. Shearer, Beloit 
Marie Therkelsen, Independence 
William D . Wolfe, Lawrence 




