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The Master Teacher Awards 

Established by Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, in 
1954, the Kansas Master Teacher Awards are presented annually 
to seven teachers who have served the profession long and well 
and who typify the good qualities of the vast corps of earnest and 
conscientious teachers. Candidates for the Awards are suggested 
by local teacher associations. A committee reviews all nomina
tions and selects seven teachers to receive the Awards. • 

The Selection Committee for 1960 was composed of Mrs. 
J. E. Beth, President of the Kansas Congress of Parents and 
Teachers; Dr. Eleanor Hoag, President of the Kansas Divi
sion of the American Association of University Women; F. L. 
Schlagle, Superintendent of Schools in Kansas City, Kansas; Adel 
Throckmorton, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and 
C. 0. Wright, Executive Secretary of the Kansas State Teachers 

Association. 

A committee of faculty members at Kansas State Teachers 
College, Emporia, is in charge of local arrangements. This com
mittee includes Dr. Kathryn Whitten, Dr. Nathan P. Budd, Dr. 
William Engbretson, Dr. Everett Rich, and Dr. Alex A. Daugh
try. Miss Helen Bishop is in charge of the Award dinner, and the 
Department of Art plans and provides dinner decorations. 
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KANSAS MASTER TEACHER AW ARD 

1960 

TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 1960 
THE KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

EMPORIA, KANSAS 

PROGRAM 

President John E. King, Presiding 

9:30 a.m. All-school Convocation, Albert Taylor Hall 
Presentation of 1960 Master Teachers 
Address by Dr. Clifford E. Erickson, Dean, College of Edu
cation, Michigan State University 

2:3CJ p .m. Open Forum for Teacher Education Students 
Panel including the Master Teachers, Dean Erickson and Dr. 
William Engbretson 
Roosevelt High School 

3:30 p.m. Tea and Reception for Master Teachers 
Students, faculty, and visitors are invited guests of 
the Student National Education Association and 
Kappa Delta Pi 

.6:00 p .m. Master Teacher Award Dinner 
Colonial Hall, Student Union Building 
Presentation of Awards by C. 0. Wright, Executive Secretary, 
K.S.T.A. 



Miss Eula Bridger 

At the close of the current school year, 
Miss Eula Bridger will complete her forty
eighth year of teaching in Kansas schools. 
She began her teaching career in the ele
mentary grades at Parsons, where she had 
received her own schooling. After three 
years of elementary teaching and five years 
in the junior-senior high school at Parsons, 
she went to Hutchinson for one year of 
teaching in the junior high school. In 1921 
she accepted an assignment as a mathemat
ics teacher in the Central Junior High School 

at Kansas City, Kansas, and she has continued in that assignment for 
thirty-nine years. 

Miss Bridger received a life certificate from Kansas State Teachers 
College, Emporia, in 1917. She holds an A. B. degree from Kansas City 
University and a master's degree from Teachers College, Columbia. 

She has been active in her profession, serving for two years as presi
dent of the Kansas City, Kansas, Teachers Council. She has just completed 
a term on the textbook screening committee for the state of Kansas. For 
the past twelve years, she has been chairman of the teachers' salary com
mittee in Kansas City. 

Miss Mary Louise Gritten 

A native Kansan, born in Republic Coun
ty, Mary Louise Gritten has a record of 
thirty-seven years of teaching experience, all 
in her home state. She began her teaching 
career in a one-room rural school, in the fall 
following her graduation from Republic 
High School. During the next fifteen years, 
she taught in the elementary grades and 
served as an elementary principal. In addi
tion, she put her summers to good use and 
completed degree requirements at Fort Hays 
State College. 

Since the fall of 1939, she has taught in the high schools at Republic, 
Eskridge, Ulysses, and Bird City. Fourteen of those years have been spent 
in Bird City, where she teaches English and Latin , serves as librarian, and 
sponsors dramatic productions. 

Miss Gritten has not confined her activities in Bird City to school af
fairs. She is steward on the official board of the Methodist Church, and 
she writes articles for the Bird City Times . 

As a member of professional organizations, Miss Gritten has accepted 
many responsibilities. She has been a delegate to both the sectional and 
state assemblies of the Kansas State Teachers Association. She has served 
as vice-president of the Cheyenne County Teachers Association, and she 
is a member of the National Council of Teachers of English. 
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Mrs. Lena Carl 
Mrs. Lena Carl is typical of the many 

women who return to the teaching profession 
after their children are grown. Although 
born in Kansas, Mrs. Carl grew up and at
tended school in Oklahoma. She taught a 
rural school in that state for one year before 
moving with her family to Finney County, 
Kansas . After three more years of teaching, 
she married, and devoted her time and 
energy to her family. She has three children 
and twelve grandchildren. 

In 1945, Mrs. Carl accepted an assignment as the teacher of a rural 
school in Finney county, where she taught for four years . During the next 
six years, she taught in rural schools in Scott and Finney counties. In 1955, 
she moved to the Holcomb consolidated schools, where she is now teach
ing the second grade. 

Mrs. Carl was not satisfied to teach on the least amount of prepara
tion permissible. She attended summer sessions at Fort Hays State College 
until she completed degree requirements in 1956, and she is now enrolled 
in a course in Conversational Spanish through the University of Kansas 
extension program. 

Owen E. Hodgson 

The name of Owen E. Hodgson has been 
synonymous with "education" in Salina for 
many years. Since 1925 he has been a teach
er and administrator in Salina, where he is 
currently principal of the high school. 

Mr. Hodgson completed his elementary 
schooling in a rural district in Linn County, 
Kansas, where he was born. Because he was 
needed to help on the farm, he delayed 
entering high school until he was seventeen. 

·----"- He graduated from LaCygne high school in 
1917, and enrolled at K. S. T. C., Pittsburg, planning to prepare himself 
for teaching. World War I interrupted those plans. He served overseas 
with the 89th Division, was wounded in action twice, received the Purple 
Heart and four combat medals . 

When he returned to the United States, he taught for a year in his 
home district, then ( after summer study at Pittsburg) began teaching in 
the upper grades in Osawatomie. In 1925 he completed requirements for 
a baccalaureate degree at Pittsburg. That same year, he went to Salina as 
a teacher of ancient history and constitution. 

Mr. Hodgson is currently president of the Kansas Association of Sec
ondary School Principals. He has served as president of the Kansas Edu
cators Club, and as vice-president of the K.S.T.A. 



Miss Opal Jayne Kennedy 

A true J ayhawk, Opal Jayne Kennedy was 
born on a farm south of Lawrence. Her an
cestors came to Kansas in a covered wagon 
and located in Douglas County. The fann 
on which they settled is still in the Kennedy 
family. Following in the footsteps of her 
mother and grandmother, Miss Kennedy 
began teaching in a rural school as soon as 
she graduated from Lawrence High School. 

After earning a baccalaureate degree from 
the University of Kansas in 1914, Miss Ken
nedy accepted a teaching position in the 

Lawrence Junior High School. She has served as principal of three ele
mentary schools in Lawrence, and is now the administrator at the Hillcrest 
School. She was awarded the master's degree from the University in 1928. 

Miss Kennedy has been active in civic and religious affairs in Law
rence, as well as in professional organizations in education. She has been a 
member of the Plymouth Congresgational Church of Lawrence for many 
years; she is program chairman of the D.A.R., and president of the local 
chapter of Kappa Kappa Iota. 

The secret of her success in teaching, according to a colleague, is "her 
love for children and the joy she gets from working with them." Miss Ken
nedy gives of herself unselfishly-everything from refereeing snowball 
fiights to entertainin gchildren with her wonderful storytelling. 

Miss Pauline Shockey 

Teaching "runs in the family" of Miss 
Pauline Shockey, English teacher in the 
Wellington Junior-Senior High School. She is 
one of six sisters, all of whom taught at one 
time or another . Three of her sisters are still 
teaching, two in Kansas and one in Illinois. 

Miss Shockey is a native Kansan, a gradu
ate of Derby high school. She began her 
teaching in rural schools of Sedgwick and 
Butler Counties. Like so many veteran Kan
sas teachers, she earned her college degrees 
"the hard way" -by attending summer ses

sions. She holds the bachelor's degree from Kansas State Teachers College, 
Emporia, and the master's from the University of Chicago. 

She is a member of many professional organizations, including the 
National Council of Teachers of English, the N.E.A. and the K.S.T.A. 
Miss Shockey also belongs to the Wichita Symphony Association and the 
Wichita Civic Music Association. 

Although she will retire from teaching at the close of the current 
school year, Miss Shockey has no intention of retiring from the active, 
busy life which she has led. She and members of her family have pur
chased a small plane airport, and she plans to be active in its management. 
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Miss Blanch Smith 

As a teacher in the elementary grades, an 
elementary principal, and director of ele
mentary education, Miss Blanch Smith has 
served the children of Pittsburg since the 
fall of 1923. She will retire this year after 
forty-two years of service to education. 

Born in Fort Scott, Miss Smith lived as a 
child in Pittsburg before her family moved 
to Okmulgee, Oklahoma, where she gradu
ated from high school. During the next ten 
years, she taught in three Oklahoma schools 
and also worked at clerical jobs. In 1923 she 

decided that teaching was the vocation to which she wished to devote her 
life. That fall she returned to Pittsburg as a teacher in the elementary 
grades. 

In 1942 Miss Smith was appointed principal of the Forest Park Ele
mentary School, and in 1947 she was selected to be Director of Elementary 
Education for the Pittsburg City Schools. 

Miss Smith holds both bachelor's and master's degrees from Kansas 
State Teachers College, Pittsburg-the first granted in 1930 and the second 
in 1946. 

Master Teachers of Former Years 

1954 1955 
Laura M. Beichley, Ulysses 
Harry H. Brown, Peabody 
Lucy Headrick, Winfield 
Ira Laidig, Oberlin 
Edith Ellen Means, Princeton 
Violet Randolph, Atchison 
Grace E. Stewart, Salina 

1956 
Florence K. Belding, Iola 
Jane M. Carroll, Pittsburg 
Clifford H. Dresher, McPherson 
Tohn E. Humphreys, Ashland 
11amie D. Mellinger, Emporia 
Katie Puls, Attica 
Audrey Smith, Goodland 

1958 
Mildred Cunningham, Parsons 
M vrrl Houck, El Dorado 
Julian A. Johnson, Buhler 
Edward D. Kroesch, Hoisington 
Minnie M. Miller, Emporia 
Elsie N. Parrish, Concordia 
Maude Thompson, Marion 

Redicia Engholm, Topeka 
Edna Mason Golladay, Wichita 
Gaye Iden, Arkansas City 
Gussie Mootz, Dodge City 
Elsie Olson, Marysville 
M. F . Stark, Hiawatha 
John Twente, Lawrence 

1957 
Teresa McDonald Coffey, Axtell 
Maud Ellsworth, Lawrence 
Una Funk, Council Grove 
Mildred P. Parker, Hutchinson 
Clyde U. Phillips, Hays 
Ruth Flory Sexton, Howard 
Katherine A. Tucker, Topeka 

1959 
Henrietta A. Courtwright, 

Arkansas City 
Nettie May Davis, Winchester 
Paul R. Dick, Oakley 
Ethlyn Hamlin, Fort Scott 
Robert H. Pool, Larned 
D. Ruth Thompson, Sterling 
Jane Townsend, Girard 



The Selection Committee 

Adel Throckmorton, State Superintendent of Public Instruction; F. L. 
Schlagle, former NEA President and Superintendent of Schools, Kansas City, 
Kansas; Mrs. J.E. Beth, President of the Kansas Congress of Parents and 
Teachers; C. 0. \Vright, Executive Secretary of the Kansas State Teachers 
Association; Dr. Eleanor Hoag, President of the Kansas Division, American 
Association of University \Vomen. 




