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Sharing news from the Center for Business and Economic Development (CBED) at the School of Business, 

Emporia State University 

 
Dr . Lyons on “ Innovation and Entrepreneurship are Everybody’s Business”  

 
Dr. Thomas S. Lyons, founding director of the Center for Research on 

Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Development (CREED), and Fifth Third Bank Professor 
of Community Development, University of Louisville, KY, shared his expertise and 
vision with the ESU university, Emporia and Flint Hills region community during the 
2005 “ Innovation and Entrepreneurship are Everybody’s Business”  all-day event on the 
ESU campus, on April 27, 2005. The Event was the first of a planned annual recognition 
and celebration of an “entrepreneurial community”  in Emporia and the Flint Hills region 
sponsored by the ESU School of Business Center for Business and Economic 
Development (CBED) and funded through ESU Academic Enhancement Funds awarded 
to the Center Director, Dr. William L. Smith, Associate Professor and Chair, BAE 
Department.  

Dr. Lyons participated in five separate activities scheduled during the day across 
the campus and in the community to reach out to as broad a spectrum of interested 
persons as possible. His first activity was at the Earl Center, west of campus, meeting 
with students and faculty in the Counselor Education and Rehabilitation Programs, hosted 
by Dr. Shonda McLaughlin, Assistant Professor in that program. In the photo below, 
Martin Griffith, graduate student in Rehabilitation Counseling, of Council Grove, KS, 
chats with Dr. Lyons and Dr. Smith. (Photo compliments of Dr. McLaughlin) 
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 The second activity had Dr. Lyons meeting with a class of Dr. Myrna Cornett-
DeVito. It was a Communications class but included guests from majors across campus, 
such as: Theater, Graphic Design, Marketing, Biology, Speech, Special Education and 
Information Resource Studies. There was active discuss about how everybody can 
become involved in innovation and entrepreneurship. One particular discussion centered 
around using the theater and graphic design folks to stage summer evening entertainment 
for tourists visiting the Flint Hills Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve and related nature 
and agritourism venues in the area. 
 The third activity was a noon luncheon hosted by Dean Robert Hite of the ESU 
School of Business. The luncheon was part of the School of Business Council of 
Advisors meeting, in the afternoon, and Dr. Lyons was invited to share his day’s 
experiences so far, with this group of leading business, government and communities 
leaders. 
 Dr. Ken Schallenkamp, Assistant Professor, BAE Department, hosted the next 
afternoon activity, which included his Small Business Management class and other 
students from the School of Business and across campus. These discussions focused on 
entrepreneurial opportunities. 
 Finally, Dr. Lyons and the members of the Council of Advisors were guests at a 
joint reception for them held in Koch Lounge of Cremer Hall, near the end of the 
business day, with members of the faculty and the business community invited. It turned 
out that the visiting French Exchange Students were also available to participate in this 
reception, with was a nice opportunity for them, as well. 
 Dr. Smith and Dr. Lyons later met over dinner to review the day, and begin the 
planning for the 2006 event. Dr. Lyons offered several good suggestions for activities. 
 

ESU Biosciences Business Group par ticipates in Biosciences Roadmap Process 
 

 Dr. Smith represented the ESU Biosciences Business Group in the Kansas 
Bioscience & Innovation Roadmap process during the Spring of 2005 sponsored by 
KTEC, the Kansas Department of Commerce, and others, by serving of one of the Hot 
Teams. Kent Heermann, local regional planning director, also participated in the process. 
Results of the road map process may be seen at the KTEC website at: 
http://www.ktec.com/sec_news/new/roadmap_final_phase.htm 
 

Entrepreneurship Research paper  submitted and presented 
 

 Based upon a survey of the perceptions of local and regional entrepreneurs, the 
paper, “Entrepreneurial Skills Assessment: An Exploratory Study,”  by William L. Smith, 
Ken Schallenkamp, and Douglas E. Eichholz was submitted to the Journal of Small 
Business Management. A copy of the working paper may be viewed at: 
http://www.emporia.edu/business/cbedPDF/cbedwp05001.pdf 
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Dr. Smith and Mr. Eichholz are shown in the photo, below, as they presented their 

research at the 2005 Spring Research and Creativity Forum in the ESU Memorial Union, 
sponsored by the ESU Research and Grants Center. 

 

 
 

Dr . William (Bill) Smith named to Flint Hills RC& D Agr iTour ism Committee 
 

 Representing the ESU CBED, Dr. Smith was named as one of the initial fifteen 
members of the newly formed AgriTourism Committee of the Flint Hills Resource and 
Conservation Development (RC&D). This committee was formed and appointed to 
coordinate the AgriTourism Initiative in the nine-county Flint Hills region and to work 
closely with the Kansas Department of Commerce Travel and Tourism Division (TTD) in 
their support of the Flint Hills of Kansas as a targeted tourist destination. The committee 
will rotate meeting sites, usually at one of the agritourism venues in the region.  
 Two sets of consulting groups are being provided by the TTD to assist in specific 
planning and marketing areas: 1) Fermata, Inc., which is performing a detailed resource 
inventory and marketing planning process, and 2) Eckert AgriMarketing, which is 
providing workshops and seminars, and marketing expertise. 
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An early committee meeting was held at the R & K Ranch, hosted by Rose and 

Ken Bacon, southwest of Council Grove. Here Rose and Ken share some of their efforts 
with the group: 
 

 
 

…while outside, the cattle grazed and horses waited: 
 

 
 
 


