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Sharing news from the Center for Business and Economic Development (CBED) at the School of Business, 
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Flint Hills Tour ism Coalition Meeting, July 27 

The Flint Hills Tourism Coalition met in at the Hays House in Council Grove on Friday, 
July 27, 2007, with Dr. Bill Smith, Chair, presiding. 

 
Photo courtesy of Bill Smith 

During the meeting, Deb Divine (below, center), Director of Kansas Scenic Byways, 
presented Deb Zeiner (right), Chase County, and Kay Hutchinson (left), Morris County, 

each with an award for the Travelers Information Radio System. This award, called 
“Sharing Success and Honoring Excellence,”  was sponsored by the National Scenic 

Byways Program and the American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials. 
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July 18 Flint Hills Training Workshop 

The July 18, 2007, monthly Flint Hills Training Workshop 
(http://www.emporia.edu/business/cbedworkshops.php) focused on Web site 

development for small tourism businesses and organizations in the Kansas Flint Hills. 

Our panel included (from left, in the photo): Greg Smith, ESU webmaster; Mike 
Wampler, the Corner Bank, Winfield; Jim Ziener, Cottonwood Falls; and Allen Walker, 

School of Business webmaster. 
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Strong City Rodeo Weekend, June 2007 

Part of the Rodeo Weekend Celebration included the Flint Hills Tourism Coalition / 
Kansas Tourism Traveling Exhibit of copies Jim Richardson’s photos from the April 
2007 issue of National Geographic, on display in the Stone City Depot, undergoing 

restoration! 

 
Photo courtesy of Bill Smith 
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The entry photo of the Flint Hills stretched across the length of the depot: 

 
Photo courtesy of Bill Smith 

Deb Zeiner, Chase County Chamber of Commerce, stands beside the old telegraph desk, 
that will be replaced with a restored working model, and another other photos. The 

telegrapher could see the trains, coming and going, from his desk. 

 
Photo courtesy of Bill Smith 

The photo, below, of the Community Connections Trail, was taken from the south end of 
Strong City looking south toward Cottonwood Falls. Highway 177, the Flint Hills 
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National Scenic Byway, runs along the trail, on the left, in the photo. The rodeo parade 
went through Cottonwood Falls, and north up this trail to and through Strong City. 

 
Photo courtesy of Bill Smith 

And, of course, the rodeo was held on the Flint Hills Rodeo grounds! A good time was 
had by all! 
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