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Emporia State University 

 

Supervisory Training for  Hopkins, Safeway, and Vektek 

In October Mr. Bill Barnes, CBED Training Director, was asked to develop a customized 
training program for first line supervisors and team leaders with a November start date. 
With a lot of cooperation, seven separate sessions were held during November and 
December (21 hours total training). Instructors came from the School of Business, 
Psychology Department, and Communications Department. 

Here, Dr. Kevin Johnson, BAE Department law professor, talks to the group about 
employment law, in early December: 
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Flint Hills Tour ism Coalition met in Arkansas City on  
November  17, 2006 

The monthly meeting of the Flint Hills Tourism Coalition (FHTC) was held in Arkansas 
City on November 17, 2006. Attending from ESU was Dr. Bill Smith, CBED Director, 
who serves on the Heritage Task Force and is Chair of the Website Task Force. The 
FHTC website, originally developed by ESU students, and now maintained by ESU 
School of Business webmaster, Allen Walker, is now online at: 
wwwkansasflinthills.travel. 

In the photo, Linda Craighead, Chair of FHTC, addresses the group. Consultant, Ted 
Eubanks, can be seen at the right. 
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Ted Eubanks visits campus for  Entrepreneurship Day at ESU 

Ted Eubanks, President of 
Fermata, Inc. consultant to the 
State of Kansas and the Flint 
Hills Tourism Coalition, in 
particular, met with students, 
faculty and staff from across 
campus for the annual 
“Entrepreneurship is 
Everybody’s Business”  speaker 
series. This speaker series is 
conducted under an Academic 
Enhancement grant to Dr. Bill 
Smith. 

Mr. Eubanks emphasized the 
entrepreneurial opportunities 
that will come out of the current 
efforts to establish the Kansas 
Flint Hills as a tourism 
destination for experiential and 
eco- tourists. 

Here is explained the impact of 
“The Long Tail”  on regional 
tourism planning, based on the 
book of the same name by Chris 
Anderson: 

 

Ted spoke to an open forum in the afternoon of his visit, including faculty, students and 
staff from across campus, and even the Emporia Gazette reporter (with laptop). The 
Gazette ran a nice full article in the following day’s local paper. 
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A favorite quote he uses, from his power point slides, that is very applicable to our 
Kansas Flint Hills effort is: “Do what you can with what you have where you are.”  
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Flint Hills Tour ism Coalition met in Sedan on September  15, 2006 

The meeting was held at Three Barns, just outside of Sedan (about two hours straight 
south of Emporia, near the Oklahoma border): 

 
Photos by Bill Smith 

  

Above is the center barn. The one on the left was originally the pioneer cabin; they built a 
barn around it. Another, smaller barn is off to the right, beyond the parking lot. This 
center one has been restored; and they added the "activities" building on the right, where 
we had our meeting. The sun shown in the windows on the left.  

 

Light from those windows is coming from the right, above. 
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Kay Hutchison (left, below), Council Grove, talks with Dr. Bill Smith (right), ESU, 
during this part of the meeting. We had just finished lunch. 

 

 
Nita Jones (below), a realtor in Sedan, was our hostess: 
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Flint Hills Tourism Coalition met in Wamego on August 18, 2006 

The monthly meeting of the Flint Hills Tourism Coalition (FHTC) was held in Wamego 
at the Columbian Theater (http://columbiantheatre.com/) on Kansas Highway 99 in 
downtown Wamego: 

 
Photo by Bill Smith from the balcony of the theater 
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Three ladies of the Chase County delegation arriving for the meeting; from left, Suzan 
Barnes, Louise Carlin, Emily Hunter. 

 
Photo by Bill Smith from the balcony of the theater 

The meeting took place on the ground floor of the theater (one of four tables): 

 
Photo by Bill Smith 

During a break, Bob Cole, Pottawatomie County Economic Development Director, one 
of our hosts, gave us a tour of the Theater. Below, he and Jan Jantzen, right, are standing 
in front the main door, the second floor entrance to the auditorium. 
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Photo by Bill Smith 

Below, see the great painting on the walls of the auditorium; this is just one side: 

 
Photo by Bill Smith 

The front of the auditorium can be set up for live shows, plays, etc.: 
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Photo by Bill Smith 

Stop in Wamego for a visit, if you get a chance. The Economic Development office is 
next door to the theater. 

 
 
 


