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Experiential Tourism as an Economic Development
Model for the Kansas Flint Hills

The Center for Business and Economic Development (CBED) has been actively involved
in rura tourism development this fall through the work of Dr. Bill Smith, Director, and
the Flint Hills Tourism Coalition, Inc. Dr. Smith has applied his organizational and
management skills to assist the Coalition to move from aloose-knit set of monthly
meetings across the 22 counties to adoption of a not-for-profit corporation status as a
business league, with bylaws and elected board, executive committee and officers.

The following six photos each relate to different aspects of these activities:
The Board of Directors of the Flint Hills Tourism Coalition, Inc. gathered for a group

photo at their meeting in El Dorado in September. Dr. Bill Smith, ESU, far right, back
row, currently serves as President of the group through calendar year 2008.
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Dr. Bill Smith, below, spoke on “What is a National Heritage Area’ at the Fall Flint Hills
Heritage Conference at Cottonwood Falls, Kansas
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Dr. Bill Smith, below, speaking to the Tea and Talk meeting at the Sauder Center.

Dr. Bill Smith (second from the left, below) confers with others form the University of
Kansas and Pittsburg State University at the NetWork Kansas meeting in Wichita.
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Dr. Bill Smith (third from the right, below) speaking as part of a panel on Market
Research at the annual conference of the Travel Industry Association of Kansasin
Topeka

Dr. Bill Smith (second from the right, below) conducts the business session as President
at the monthly meeting of the Flint Hills Tourism Coalition, Inc., in El Dorado, Kansas.

Training Director Activities continue throughout the
Fall Semester

Bill Barnes, CBED Training Director, organized and coordinated the continuing series of
training workshops this Fall, including several community organizations, a state-wide
association, and a group of ESU administrators.
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Bill Barnes speaks at a Training Class in the Roe Cross Conference Room.

All photosin this newsletter are provided courtesy of Bill Smith.
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